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This source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US Army soldier who served in Eastern 
France during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket preserves some of his personal 

items in its unique archival collection.​
 

In this ongoing partnership UCF history students conduct research as part of the Florida France Soldier Stories project to 
assist the dedicated staff at the Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket. Our goal is simple yet profound: 
to help visitors connect not only with the events of the war, but with the individuals who lived them—bridging the distance 

between past and present and between the US and France.​
 

Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We 
have provided links but have not reproduced them here. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. Again, we have 

provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 
 

 

 



Early Life 

 
World War I Draft Registration Card (Front) 

The World War I draft card for James A. Griffin, Winford's father, indicated that in 1918, he was 36 
years old, lived in Talladega, AL, and worked as a farmer. 
 
La carte de recensement de la Première Guerre mondiale de James A. Griffin, le père de Winford, 
indiquait qu’en 1918, il avait 36 ans, résidait à Talladega (Alabama) et exerçait la profession de 
fermier. 
 
“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 28, 2025), 
Entry for James Griffin, Talladega County, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/21217025 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Early Life 

 
World War I Draft Registration Card (Back) 

The back of James’s draft card provided a description of his physical appearance: medium height and 
medium build, with blue eyes and brown hair. 
 
Au dos de cette carte figurait une description physique de James : il était de taille et de corpulence 
moyennes, aux yeux bleus et aux cheveux bruns. 
 
“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 28, 2025), 
Entry for James Griffin, Talladega County, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/21217025 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Early Life 

 
1920 Federal Census  

In 1920, before Winford’s birth, his parents, James and Fannie, lived in Lincoln, Talladega County, AL. 
James worked on a farm supporting the family of 8, including 3 children in school and 3 too young to 
attend school. The family rented their home, likely on the same land where they worked as farmers.  
 
En 1920, avant la naissance de Winford, ses parents, James et Fannie, vivaient à Lincoln, dans le 
comté de Talladega (Alabama). James travaillait dans une ferme pour subvenir aux besoins de sa 
famille de huit personnes, dont trois enfants scolarisés et trois trop jeunes pour aller à l'école. La 
famille louait sa maison, probablement sur les mêmes terres où ils travaillaient comme agriculteurs.  
 
“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 28, 2025), Entry for James 
A. Griffin, Lincoln, Talladega County, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/1572261 ​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Early Life 

 
City Directory 

The 1924 city directory listed James and Fannie Griffin in Anniston, Calhoun County, AL. They moved 
there between 1920 and 1924.  James worked as a machine hand (mach hd) - someone who 
assisted a skilled machinist in a factory or other industrial labor.  
 
L'annuaire municipal de 1924 mentionnait James et Fannie Griffin à Anniston, dans le comté de 
Calhoun (Alabama). Ils s'y sont installés entre 1920 et 1924. James travaillait comme aide-opérateur 
(mach hd), c'est-à-dire qu'il assistait un machiniste qualifié dans une usine ou exerçait d'autres 
tâches industrielles. 
 
“U.S., City Directories 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed October 28, 2025), Entry for James A. 
Griffin, Anniston, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/784036372 ​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Early Life 

 
1930 Federal Census 

By 1930, the Griffin family owned their home, valued at $2,000, in Anniston, Calhoun County, AL. 
7-year-old Winford lived with his parents, one of his older brothers, Carl, and his 4 sisters, Mattie, 
Annie, Lena, and Frances. All of the older children attended school. James, Winford’s father, worked 
as a night watchman at a pipe shop. It notes his age at first marriage, providing indirect evidence that 
James had been married once before he married Fannie.  
 
En 1930, la famille Griffin était propriétaire d’une maison d’une valeur de $2 000 à Anniston, dans le 
comté de Calhoun (Alabama). Winford, âgé de 7 ans, vivait avec ses parents, son grand frère Carl et 
ses 4 sœurs Mattie, Annie, Lena et Frances. James, le père de Winford, travaillait comme gardien de 
nuit dans un magasin de tuyauterie. Le document mentionne son âge lors de son premier mariage, 
ce qui constitue une preuve indirecte que James avait déjà été marié avant d'épouser Fannie. 
 
“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 30, 2025), Entry for Winford 
Griffin, Anniston, Calhoun, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/102537805 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Early Life 

 
Headstone 

Fannie Griffin, Winford’s mother, died in 1936, before she turned 40, when Winford was 14 years old. 
She is buried at Edgemont Cemetery in Anniston, AL.  
 
Fannie Griffin, la mère de Winford, est décédée en 1936, avant son 40e anniversaire, alors que 
Winford n’avait que 14 ans. Elle a été inhumée au cimetière Edgemont à Anniston (Alabama).  
 
“Fannie F Griffin,” Find A Grave (Findagrave.com: accessed October 30, 2025), memorial page for Fannie F. Griffin 
(1897-1936), Anniston, Calhoun County, Alabama.  
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/41353211/fannie-f-griffin 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 

Muster Rolls and Rosters Nov 1912 - Dec 1939  
This US Army roster of enlisted men, dated October 31, 1938, listed Winford, then 16 years old. He 
likely lied about his age to join Company I, 22nd Infantry Division, stationed at Fort McClellan, AL. 
According to the document, Winford enlisted at Fort McClellan on October 13, 1938. The military 
base stood on the outskirts of Anniston, where the Griffin family lived. 

Cette liste de soldats de l’armée américaine, datée du 31 octobre 1938, mentionnait Winford, alors 
âgé de 16 ans. Il a probablement menti sur son âge pour pouvoir s'engager dans la compagnie I de la 
22e division d’infanterie, stationnée à Fort McClellan (Alabama). Selon ce document, Winford s’est 
engagé à Fort McClellan le 13 octobre 1938. La base militaire se situait aux abords d’Anniston, où 
vivait la famille Griffin. 

“United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters, 1916-1939", Database. FamilySearch. 
(https://familysearch.org: accessed 29 November 20250, Winford.Griffin, service number 6967700. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3H5-995T-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1
%3A1%3ACGXR-7LN2&action=view&cc=3346936&lang=en&groupId=  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Military Service 

 
Muster Rolls and Rosters Nov 1912 - Dec 1939 

On January 31, 1939, the US Army Roster listed Winford as stationed at Fort Benning, attending the 
school for bakers and cooks.  
 
Le 31 janvier 1939, le registre de l'armée américaine indiquait que Winford était en poste à Fort 
Benning, où il suivait une formation à l'école des boulangers et cuisiniers.  
 
“United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters, 1916-1939", Database. FamilySearch. 
(https://familysearch.org: accessed 29 November 20250, Winford.Griffin, service number 6967700. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3C6-RX5K?view=index&lang=en&groupId=&personArk=%2Fark%3A
%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZC8-CB5L&action=view    

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Military Service 

 

Muster Rolls and Rosters Nov 1912 - Dec 1939 
By February 28, 1939, Winford had returned to Fort McClellan in Anniston, AL. The Army Roster 
noted that he had been attending school at Fort Benning, GA, since December 30, 1938. 
 
Le 28 février 1939, Winford était de retour à Fort McClellan, à Anniston (Alabama). Le registre de 
l'armée indiquait qu'il suivait une formation à Fort Benning (Géorgie) depuis le 30 décembre 1938. 
 
“United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters, 1916-1939", Database. FamilySearch. 
(https://familysearch.org: accessed 29 November 20250, Winford.Griffin, service number 6967700. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3H5-99PF-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1
%3A1%3ACGDB-VG2M&action=view&cc=3346936&lang=en&groupId=  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
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Military Service 

 
Muster Rolls and Rosters Nov 1912 - Dec 1939 

On March 31, 1939, Winford had returned to the school for bakers and cooks at Fort Benning, GA, 
likely to continue his training. Fort Benning and Fort McClellan are located about 120 miles apart. 
 

Le 31 mars 1939, Winford était de retour à l'école des boulangers et cuisiniers de Fort Benning 
(Géorgie), probablement pour poursuivre sa formation. Fort Benning et Fort McClellan sont distants 
d’environ 190 km. 
 
“United States, Enlisted and Officer Muster Rolls and Rosters, 1916-1939", Database. FamilySearch. 
(https://familysearch.org: accessed 29 November 20250, Winford.Griffin, service number 6967700. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-F3C6-RF6B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3
A1%3A6ZC8-L58Q&action=view&cc=3346936&lang=en&groupId=  
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 
1940 Federal Census (Page 1 of 2) 

By 1940, Winford’s father, James, remarried Amzy Cody after Fannie’s death in 1936. The family 
lived in Anniston, Calhoun County, AL, and included Amzy’s 5 children and 3 of Winford’s siblings, 
who are listed on the top of the next page (see below). 

En 1940, le père de Winford, James, s'était remarié avec Amzy Cody après le décès de Fannie, la 
mère de Winford, en 1936. La famille vivait à Anniston, dans le comté de Calhoun (Alabama), et était 
constituée des 5 enfants d'Amzy ainsi que de 3 frères et sœurs de Winford, dont les noms figurent en 
haut de la page suivante (voir ci-dessous). 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 18, 2026), Entry for James 
A Griffin, Anniston, Calhoun, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/66766141  
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 
 
 

 
1940 Federal Census (Page 2 of 2) 

The remaining children in the blended family appeared as the first entries on the following page of the 
census for Anniston, Calhoun County, AL.  

Les autres enfants de cette famille recomposée figuraient en tête de la page suivante du 
recensement d'Anniston, comté de Calhoun (Alabama). 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 18, 2026), Entry for James 
A Griffin, Anniston, Calhoun, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2442/images/m-t0627-00009-00708?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=667661
41 
 

For more information visit: ​
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Military Service 

 

Enlistment Record 
Winford’s reenlistment record, dated April 24, 1941, less than 3 months after being discharged from 
the Army. While Winford no longer needed to lie about his year of birth, as the Army already had 
records listing him as born in 1920, he did not correct the record for his second enlistment It indicated 
he attended 2 years of high school and worked as a carpenter. The Army assigned him to the 
Quartermaster Corps, likely because it had trained him as a cook.  

La fiche de réengagement de Winford est datée du 24 avril 1941, soit moins de 3 mois après sa 
démobilisation de l’armée.Bien que Winford n'ait plus eu besoin de mentir sur son année de 
naissance, l'armée disposant déjà de documents l'indiquant né en 1920, il n'a pas corrigé cette 
information lors de son deuxième engagement. Ce dossier indiquait qu'il avait suivi 2 années 
d'études secondaires et qu'il avait travaillé comme charpentier. L'armée l'affecta au Corps des 
intendants, probablement parce qu'elle l'avait formé au métier de cuisinier. 

“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, The National Archives and Records Administration 
(Archives.com: Accessed October 30, 2025), entry for Winford Griffin, service number 06967700 
 
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/record-detail.jsp?dt=893&mtch=1&cat=all&tf=F&q=Winford+Griffin&bc=&rpp=10&pg=1&rid=2
93424  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 
Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (1 of 2) 

Summary of the 63rd Infantry Division in Stanton’s Order of Battle. The Army's needs likely led to 
Winford's transfer from the Quartermaster Corps to the 63rd ID.  According to Stanton, the 63rd 
activated at Camp Blanding, FL, in June 1943. The unit arrived in France in January 1945 and 
entered Germany in March 1945. The bottom of the page gives a brief combat narrative.  

Résumé de la 63e division d’Infanterie dans L’ordre de bataille de Stanton. Les besoins de l'armée 
ont probablement conduit au transfert de Winford du Corps des quartiers-maîtres à la 63e division 
d'infanterie. Selon Stanton, la 63e division a été mobilisée à Camp Blanding, en Floride, en juin 1943. 
L'unité est arrivée en France en janvier 1945 et a pénétré en Allemagne en mars 1945. Le bas de la 
page présente un bref récit des combats.  

Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War II (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984). 
 
https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up  
 

For more information visit: ​
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Military Service 
 
 

 
Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (2 of 2) 

Continuation of Stanton’s combat narrative for the 63rd Infantry Division in World War II. It details that 
the unit engaged in “security duty” from the Rhine to Darmstadt and Wurzburg when hostilities ended 
on May 7, 1945 (officially on May 8, 1945).   
 
Suite du récit de combat de Stanton consacré à la 63e division d'infanterie pendant la Seconde 
Guerre mondiale. Il précise que l'unité était affectée à des « missions de sécurité » entre le Rhin, 
Darmstadt et Wurtzbourg lorsque les hostilités ont pris fin le 7 mai 1945 (officiellement le 8 mai 1945).   
 
Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War II (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984). 
 
https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up 
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Military Service 

 
Hospital Record 

A hospital record dated January 1945 shows that while Winford must have received medical care, he 
had not arrived at a “medical installation prior to death.” A bullet wound to the neck ultimately killed 
him. The record lists his age as 25, although he was actually 23.  
 
Une fiche d'hôpital de Winford, datée de janvier 1945, indique que, bien que Winford ait certainement 
reçu des soins médicaux, il n'était pas arrivé dans un « établissement médical avant son décès ». Il 
est mort d’une blessure par balle au cou. Le dossier mentionne qu'il était âgé de 25 ans, alors qu'il en 
avait en réalité 23.  
 
“US, World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 30, 
2025), Entry for Winford Griffin, service number 06967700.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/5298205 

For more information visit: ​
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Military Service 

 
Unit Casualty List 

The casualty list for the 254th Infantry Regiment identified Winford Griffin as a Private First Class who 
died in combat on January 24, 1945. Attached to the 3rd ID, the 254th fought fiercely in the Battle of 
the Colmar Pocket from 23 January through early February 1945. In recognition of its actions during 
the campaign, the regiment earned a Distinguished Unit Citation. 

La liste des victimes du 254e régiment d'infanterie mentionne Winford Griffin comme soldat de 1ere 
classe, tombé au combat le 24 janvier 1945. Rattaché à la 3e ID, le 254e régiment a combattu avec 
acharnement lors de la bataille de la poche de Colmar, du 23 janvier au début de février 1945. En 
reconnaissance de ses actions au cours de cette campagne, le régiment a reçu une Distinguished 
Unit Citation. 

“US, 63rd Infantry Division,” database, Fold3, (fold3.com: Accessed October 30, 2025), entry for Winford Griffin, service 
number 06967700.  
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/306360270/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-5-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-
division-1943-1945?terms=6967700&view=info ​
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Military Service 
 

 
Killed In Action Casualty Release (Page 1 of 2) 

Winford Griffin’s Killed In Action (KIA) casualty release, informing his next of kin of his death while in 
service. It was addressed to his sister, Mattie, who lived in Jefferson County, AL, at the time.  

Le document officiel de Winford Griffin concernant sa mort au combat (KIA), destiné à informer son 
contact d’urgence de son décès survenu pendant son service. Il était adressé à sa sœur, Mattie, qui 
résidait alors dans le comté de Jefferson (Alabama). 

“US, World War II Military Dead and Wounded, 1944-1946,” database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com: Accessed October 30, 
2025), Entry for Winford Griffin. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1763/records/16434 ​
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Military Service 
 

 
Killed In Action Casualty Release (Page 2 of 2) 

The back of the card, on the authority of the Office of War Information (OWI), listed Winford’s name, 
rank as Private First Class, the theater where he served, and the address of his next of kin, his sister 
Mattie. 
 
Au verso de la carte, sous l'égide de l'Office of War Information (OWI), figuraient le nom de Winford, 
son grade de soldat de première classe, le théâtre d'opérations où il avait servi et l'adresse de sa 
plus proche parente, sa sœur Mattie. 
 
“US, World War II Military Dead and Wounded, 1944-1946”, database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com: Accessed October 30, 
2025), Entry for Winford Griffin. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1763/records/16434 ​
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Legacy 

 
World War II Army Casualties List 

The list of US military casualties during World War II, by state and county, displayed Winford’s name 
under Limestone County, AL, as Killed In Action (KIA).  

 
La liste des victimes militaires américaines de la Seconde Guerre mondiale, classée par État et par 
comté, répertoriait le nom de Winfort dans la rubrique du comté de Limestone (Alabama), avec la 
mention “tué au combat” (KIA). 

 
“WWII Army Casualties," The National Archives and Records Administration, 
(https://www.archives.gov/research/military/ww2/army-casualties/alabama.html: Accessed October 31, 2025), entry for 
Winford Griffin, service number 06967700. 
 
https://nara-media-001.s3.amazonaws.com/arcmedia/media/images/28/25/28-2432a.gif  
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Legacy 
 

Pfc. Winford Griffin Is Killed In 
France 

Pfc Winford Griffin was killed in action in 
France, Jan 24, 1945, according to his father, J.A. 
Griffin of Anniston. He was with the 22nd Infantry 
at Fort McClellan before the war and served two 
years in Trinidad. Returning to the States for 18 
months he was sent to France in November, 
1944. His wife and daughter live in Peoria, Ill.  
 

 
 

Transcription of news from The Anniston Star 
A newspaper article from Anniton’s The Anniston Star Newspaper announced Winford Griffin’s death 
on February 11, 1945. 
 
Un article paru dans le journal The Anniston Star, d’Anniston, a annoncé le décès de Winford Griffin 
le 11 février 1945.   
 
“Pfc. Winford Griffin Is Killed In France,” The Anniston Star (Anniston, Alabama),February 11, 1945, Newspaper.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/115155287/?match=1&terms=Winford%20Griffin  
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Legacy 
 

KILLED IN ACTION: 
Pfc Winford Griffin, who was killed in action in 

France on Jan. 24, according to a message received by his 
father, J.A. Griffin, of Anniston. He was formerly with the 
22nd Infantry at Fort McClellan and served two years in 
Trinidad. He was sent to France in November, 1944. In 
addition to his father, he is survived by his wife and 
daughter, Ann, of Peoria, Ill; a brother, Carl Griffin, Fort 
Benning, Ga.: five sisters, Mrs. Oran Martin and Miss 
Frances Griffin, both of Anniston, Mrs. James E. Lee and 
Miss Elizabeth Griffin, both of Birmingham, and Mrs. Lena 
Hosfinger of Milwaukee, Wis. 

 
 

Transcription of news from The Anniston Star  
On February 14, 1945, The Anniston Star published Winford’s obituary, featuring a photograph of him 
in uniform and summarizing his service and death, as well as the family members who survived him, 
including his wife, Agnes, and their daughter, Ann. 
 
Le 14 février 1945, le journal The Anniston Star publia la nécrologie de Winford Griffin, accompagnée 
d'une photo de lui en uniforme, qui résumait sa carrière militaire et les circonstances de son décès. 
Cet article listait les membres de sa famille qui lui ont survécu, notamment son épouse, Agnes, et 
leur fille, Ann. 
 
“Killed In Action,” The Anniston Star (Anniston, Alabama), February 14, 1945, Newspaper.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/115155656/?article=2df2afc4-6a65-4c69-b513-d4d3e9c7be22&focus=0.4964534,0.0
18463308,0.6192826,0.2645268&xid=3355  
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Legacy 
Sgt. WINFROD GRIFFIN 

______ 
Griffin’s body Due In City 

__________ 
Final Rites To Be Announced Later For Soldier Killer In France 

___________ 
The body of S/Sgt. Winford Griffin, who was killed in France Jan. 24, 

1945, will arrive in Aniston Wednesday for burial at Edgemont Cemetery. 
Final rites will be conducted at Carpenter Memorial Church at 2:30 o’clock 

with the Rev. Lynn Lanier officiating. Jones in charge. The day will be 
announced. 

Post 924 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars will be in charge of graveside 
services and will also act as pallbearers. 

Sergeant Griffin is survived by his stepmother, Mrs. Amzy Griffin; his 
father, J.A. Griffin; one daughter, Anne Griffin, all of Anniston; four 

sisters, Mrs. James E. Lee, Mrs. Virgil Holcombe of Compton, Calif; Mrs. 
Joseph Hopfinger, Miss Elizabeth Griffin of Wilwaugkee, Wis; and Mrs. 
Ann Adair of Birmingham; one brother, Carl Griffin of Birmingham; two 

half-brothers, John D. Griffin of Anniston and James Alton Griffin of 
Heflin; and one half sister, Estell Fair, of Munford.  

 
 

Transcription of news from The Anniston Star  
On November 27, 1949, The Anniston Star announced the return of Winfrod [sic] Griffin’s remains for 
burial at Edgemont Cemetery. 
 
Le 27 novembre 1949, le journal The Anniston Star annonçait le rapatriement de la dépouille de 
Winfrod [sic] Griffin en vue de son inhumation au cimetière d'Edgemont. 

 
“Griffin’s Body Due In City,” The Anniston Star (Anniston, Alabama), November 27, 1949, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/115150495/ 
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Legacy 

 
Headstone 

Winford Griffin’s headstone at Edgemont Cemetery in Anniston, AL. He rests in the same cemetery 
as his mother. 
 
La pierre tombale de Winford Griffin au cimetière d’Edgemont, à Anniston (Alabama). Il repose dans 
le même cimetière que sa mère. 
 
“Winford Griffin,” database, Find a Grave, (findagrave.com: accessed November 11, 2025), memorial page for Winford 
Griffin, Edgemont Cemetery, Anniston, Calhoun County, Alabama. 
 
https://fr.findagrave.com/memorial/41353210/winford-griffin 
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Legacy 
 

 
1950 Federal Census 

In 1950, Winford’s father, James, lived with his wife Amzy, and his step-children, Leonardo and Vera, 
in Anniston, Calhoun County, AL.  
 
En 1950, le père de Winford, James, vivait avec sa femme, Amzy, et ses enfants, Leonardo et Vera, à 
Anniston, dans le comté de Calhoun (Alabama).  
 
“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 18, 2026), Entry for James 
A Griffin, Anniston, Calhoun, Alabama.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/98272239?tid=&pid=&queryId=91f3db03-12c2-4745-99fc-2ec
3b9846fd5&_phsrc=pGu148&_phstart=successSource  
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Legacy 

 
Headstone 

Winford’s father, James’, headstone at Edgemont Cemetery in Anniston, AL. He past away in 1974 
and rests in the same cemetery as Winford and Winford’s mother Fannie. 
 
La pierre tombale de James, le père de Winford, au cimetière d'Edgemont à Anniston (Alabama). Il 
est décédé en 1974 et repose dans le même cimetière que Winford et Fannie, la mère de Winford. 
 
“James A Griffin,” database, Find a Grave, (findagrave.com: accessed February 18, 2026), memorial page for James A 
Griffin, Edgemonte Cemetery, Anniston, Calhoun County, Alabama. 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/41353213/james-a-griffin  
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Legacy 
 

 

Battle of Alsace Memorial, France 
The memorial on Hill 351, over the village of Sigolsheim, France, honoring the 12 US divisions that 
fought in the Battle of Alsace between November 1944 and March 1945. The 254th Infantry 
Regiment, which Winford served in, is honored with their badge displayed (bottom second from the 
right).  

Le mémorial situé sur la colline 351, qui surplombe le village de Sigolsheim, rend hommage aux 12 
Divisions américaines qui ont combattu lors de la bataille d'Alsace, entre novembre 1944 et mars 
1945. Le 254e Régiment d'Infanterie, au sein duquel Winford a servi, est mis à l'honneur par 
l'exposition de son insigne (le deuxième en partant de la droite, en bas). 

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Marie Oury.  
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