
 
 
 

 
Henry Franklin Wilson 

 
1918 – 1944 

 
Private First Class: US Army 

 
Company C, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division 

​  
  
 

This Florida France Soldier Stories (FFSS) source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US Army 
soldier who served in Eastern France during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket preserves 

some of his personal items in its unique archival collection.​
​

In this ongoing partnership, UCF history students conduct research as part of the FFSS project to assist the dedicated staff at the 
Museum. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors connect with the events of the war and the individuals who lived 

them—bridging the distance between past and present and between the US and France.​
 

Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We have provided 
links and text excerpts but have not reproduced the images. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. Again, we have provided 

links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 
 
 
 
 
 

1 



Early Life  

 
1920 Federal Census (1 of 2) 

In 1920, the Wilson family, George (31), Mary (29), and Onie (2) lived in Montague, TX. Henry’s 
father, George, worked as a farmer, while his mother, Mary, took care of the family. The family all lived 
together; we find Henry on the top of the next page of the census (see below). 
 
En 1920, la famille d'Henry Wilson, George (31 ans), Mary (29 ans) et Onie (2 ans), vivait à 
Montague (Texas). Le père d'Henry, George, était agriculteur, tandis que sa mère, Mary, s'occupait de 
la famille. Ils vivaient ensemble mais nous trouvons Henry en haut de la page suivante du 
recensement (voir ci-dessous). 
 
“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/43562105  

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life  
 

 
1920 Federal Census (2 of 2) 

Henry appeared as the first name on the next page of the Montague, TX census. He was 14 months 
old at the time. 
 
Henry apparaît en premier sur la page suivante du recensement; il n'avait alors que 14 mois. 
 
“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
​
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/43562108?tid=&pid=&queryId=2fb277cc-199c-4322-a1f8-84ea
17442078&_phsrc=GHn37&_phstart=successSource  
 

 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life  

 
Marriage Record 

On October 15, 1938, Henry F. Wilson, aged 21, married Virginia Griffin, aged 18. 
 
Le 15 octobre 1938, Henry F. Wilson, âgé de 21 ans, épousa Virginia Griffin, âgée de 18 ans. 

 
“Montague, Texas, United States records," database, FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org: accessed September 17, 
2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9WY-THP7?view=index ​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life  
 

 
Texas Department of Health Vital Statistics 

On July 16, 1939, Henry and Virginia welcomed their first daughter, Virginia Nell Wilson. Her name 
appears about 17 lines down in the left column of the document. 
 
Le 16 juillet 1939, Henry et Virginia ont accueilli leur première fille, Virginia Nell Wilson. Son nom 
apparaît environ 17 lignes plus bas dans la colonne de gauche. 

 
“Texas, U.S., Birth Index, 1903-1997,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/303122989 ​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Early Life  

 
1940 Federal Census 

In 1940, Henry, his wife, Virginia, and their daughter, Virginia Nell, lived in a rented house on a farm. 
Henry, who worked as a farm laborer, had a fifth-grade education. Virginia, had completed seventh 
grade. Note that Henry and his family lived next door to his parents and siblings, working on rented 
farms.  
 
En 1940, Henry, sa femme Virginia et leur fille Virginia Nell vivaient dans une maison louée dans une 
ferme. Henry, qui travaillait comme ouvrier agricole, avait suivi des études jusqu'en cinquième année. 
Virginia avait terminé la septième année. Henry et sa famille vivaient à côté de ses parents et de ses 
frères et sœurs, travaillant dans des fermes louées.  

 
“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/156197373?tid=&pid=&queryId=c2c4a2e1-7140-4252-ab1b-5bf
370d3c351&_phsrc=GHn41&_phstart=successSource ​

 
For more information visit: ​

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life  

 
World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

Henry registered for the World War II draft on October 16, 1940. At the time, he lived in Nocona, 
Montague County, TX. He did not list an employer, but likely worked on the family’s farm. He listed his 
father, George Washington, as his point of contact. 
 
Henry s'est enregistré à la conscription pour la Seconde Guerre mondiale le 16 octobre 1940. À 
l'époque, il vivait à Nocona, dans le comté de Montague (Texas). Il n'a pas indiqué d'employeur, mais 
il travaillait probablement sur la ferme familiale. Il a désigné son père, George Washington, comme 
point de contact. 
 
“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 
11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/20514046?tid=&pid=&queryId=241ea3d6-bcf4-4be5-b2c6-fe98
dae4b6ff&_phsrc=GHn23&_phstart=successSource  

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Early Life  

 
World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

The back of Henry’s draft registration card provided a description of his physical appearance: he was 
5’9” and weighed 140 lbs., with grey eyes, brown hair, and a freckled complexion.  

Au verso de la fiche d’enregistrement militaire d’Henry figurait une description de son apparence 
physique : il mesurait 1,75 m et pesait 63,5 kg, avait les yeux gris, les cheveux bruns et le teint 
parsemé de taches de rousseur. 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 
11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/20514046?tid=&pid=&queryId=241ea3d6-bcf4-4be5-b2c6-fe98
dae4b6ff&_phsrc=GHn23&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Early Life  

 
Texas Department of Health Vital Statistics 

On April 19, 1942, Henry and Virginia welcomed their second daughter, Carolyn Jean Wilson. Her 
name appears third from the bottom of the left column on the document. 
 
Le 19 avril 1942, Henry et Virginia ont accueilli leur deuxième fille, Carolyn Jean Wilson. Son nom 
figure en troisième position, à partir du bas, dans la colonne de gauche. 

 
“Texas, U.S., Birth Index, 1903-1997,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/153531123  
 

​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Military Service 

 

Enlistment Records 
The Army called Henry to service on April 4, 1944. At the time, he lived in Cooke County, TX, had a 
grammar school education, was married, and worked as a farmer. 
 
Henry est rentré dans l'armée le 4 avril 1944. À l'époque, il vivait dans le comté de Cooke (Texas), 
avait suivi une scolarité primaire, était marié et travaillait comme agriculteur. 
 
“World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938–1946,” database, Access to Archival Databases (AAD), National Archives 
(https://aad.archives.gov: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for Henry F Wilson. 
 
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/record-detail.jsp?dt=893&mtch=1&cat=WR26&tf=F&q=38686155&bc=,sl,sd&rpp=10&pg=1&r
id=7471459 ​
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Military Service 

 
Family Photo 

This family photo portrays Henry in uniform, his wife, Virginia, and their two daughters, Virginia N. and 
Carolyn J. Wilson. 
 
Cette photo de famille montre Henry en uniforme, sa femme, Virginia, et leurs deux filles, Virginia N. 
et Carolyn J. Wilson. 
 
“PFC Henry Franklin Wilson,” database, Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com: accessed September 15, 2025), entry for 
Henry F. Wilson. 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
11 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Military Service 

 
Hospital Record 

Henry’s August 1944 hospital record shows that he suffered from a skin condition called cellulitis, 
which led to complications, including an abscess in the glands. He also had a varicocele, an injury to 
his scrotum. Doctors treated these conditions with incisions and drainage, then returned him to duty. 
 
Le dossier médical d'Henry, datant d'août 1944, indique qu'il souffrait d'une affection cutanée appelée 
cellulite infectieuse, qui a entraîné des complications, notamment un abcès des glandes. Il souffrait 
également d'une varicocèle, une lésion du scrotum. Les médecins ont traité ces affections par 
incision et drainage, puis il a repris son service. 
 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500315?tid=&pid=&queryId=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6c734ad0937
6&_phsrc=GHn11&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Military Service 

 
Hospital Record 

Henry’s December 1944 hospital admission record shows that fatal artillery fragments struck his 
back, buttock and hip. He was 27 years old. 
 
Le dossier d'admission à l'hôpital d'Henry, en décembre 1944, indique que des éclats d'obus mortels 
l'ont touché au dos, aux fesses et à la hanche. Il avait 27 ans. 
 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500314?tid=&pid=&queryId=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6c7
34ad09376&_phsrc=GHn11&_phstart=successSource  

 

For more information visit: ​
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https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
13 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500314?tid=&pid=&queryId=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6c734ad09376&_phsrc=GHn11&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500314?tid=&pid=&queryId=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6c734ad09376&_phsrc=GHn11&_phstart=successSource
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Military Service 

 
History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (1 of 2) 

The History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II dedicated a chapter to the combat in the 
Colmar Pocket (pages 282-324). The 15th Infantry Regiment participated in the liberation of many 
Alsatian towns, including Ammerschwihr, Riquewihr, Sigolsheim, and Bennwihr. As a soldier in this 
regiment, Henry likely took part in these objectives before his death on December 25, 1944. 
 
L'ouvrage The History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (Histoire de la troisième division 
d'infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale) consacre un chapitre aux combats de la poche de 
Colmar (pages 282 à 324). Le 15e régiment d'infanterie a participé à la libération de nombreux 
villages alsaciens, notamment Ammerschwihr, Riquewihr, Sigolsheim et Bennwihr. En tant que soldat 
de ce régiment, Henry a probablement pris part à ces opérations avant sa mort, le 25 décembre 
1944. 

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 282-324. 

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/290/mode/1up  
For more information visit: ​

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Military Service 

  
History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (2 of 2) 

This page of the 3rd ID Unit History lists the names of soldiers who served with the 15th Infantry 
Regiment during World War II. Henry is listed towards the middle of the second column as a Private 
First Class, Killed In Action.  
 
Cette page de l'historique de la 3e division d'infanterie répertorie les noms des soldats ayant servi au 
15e régiment d'infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Henry figure au milieu de la 
deuxième colonne en tant que soldat de première classe, mort au combat.  

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 506. 

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/506/mode/1up  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Legacy 
 

 
US Army Rosters of World War II Dead 

The US Army Roster of World War II Dead listed Henry among the deceased, including his name, 
service number, and rank, Private First Class (PFC). 
 
La liste des soldats américains morts pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale répertoriait Henry parmi 
les défunts, avec son nom, son matricule et son grade, soldat de première classe (PFC). 
 
“U.S., Rosters of World War II Dead, 1939-1945” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), 
entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
​
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1102/records/347149?tid=&pid=&queryId=cd06872b-afcc-4345-a6ef-0a835c
c7fa35&_phsrc=GHn18&_phstart=successSource  

 

For more information visit: ​
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Legacy 

 
US World War II Army and Air Force Casualty List 

The US Army and Air Force Casualty List organized entries by state and county, listing Henry Wilson 
under Montague County, TX with his service number, rank, and KIA status. 
 
La liste des victimes de l'armée et de l'armée de l'air américaines classait les entrées par État et par 
comté, mentionnant Henry Wilson, du comté de Montague (Texas), avec son numéro de matricule, 
son grade et son statut de mort au combat. 
 
“World War II Honor List of Dead and Missing Army and Army Air Forces Personnel from Texas, 1946” database, Fold3 
(www.fold3.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/310952996/texas-page-65-us-wwii-army-and-army-air-force-casualty-list-1946  

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Legacy 

 
Certificate of Death  

Henry's father, George W. Wilson, had the Texas Department of Health establish Henry's death 
certificate on September 30, 1948. In the document, he stated that Henry died on December 25, 
1944, while “serving with the 3rd Inf Division in France.” 
 
Le 30 septembre 1948, le père d'Henry, George W. Wilson, a demandé au ministère de la Santé du 
Texas d'établir le certificat de décès d'Henry. Dans ce document, il a déclaré qu'Henry était décédé le 
25 décembre 1944 alors qu'il « servait dans la 3e division d'infanterie en France ». 
 
“Texas, Deaths, 1890-1977,” database, FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org: accessed September 16, 2025), entry for 
Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K384-G2Z?lang=en ​
 

For more information visit: ​
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Legacy 

 
Article from The Nocona News 

The Nocona News, a newspaper published about 85 miles north of Fort Worth, TX, announced on 
Friday, October 1, 1948, that Henry, initially buried in France, would be reinterred in Texas with 
military rites. The article listed the family members who survived him, including his two daughters, 
Nell and Carolyn Wilson, his parents, three sisters, and two brothers. 
 
Le Nocona News, un journal publié à environ 137 km au nord de Fort Worth (Texas), a annoncé le 
vendredi 1er octobre 1948 que Henry, initialement enterré en France, serait inhumé au Texas avec 
les honneurs militaires. L'article dressait la liste des membres de sa famille qui lui avaient survécu, 
notamment ses deux filles, Nell et Carolyn Wilson, ses parents, ses trois sœurs et ses deux frères. 
 
“The Nocona News (Nocona, Tex.), Vol. 43, No. 16, Ed. 1 Friday, October 1, 1948,” database, University of North Texas 
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History (texashistory.unt.edu: accessed September 20, 2025), entry for Henry F. Wilson. 
 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1216686/m1/1/?q=%22pvt+henry%22~1  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Legacy 
 

 
US Headstone Application (Front) 

George W. Wilson filed a headstone application requesting a military marker for his son. This 
application confirms Henry’s burial in his hometown of Nocona, TX, that he was born in 1918, and 
that he died on Christmas 1944 while serving in Co C, 15th Regiment, 3rd ID.  
 
George W. Wilson a déposé une demande de pierre tombale pour son fils afin qu'il puisse bénéficier 
d'une stèle militaire. Cette demande confirme qu'Henry a été inhumé dans sa ville natale de Nocona 
(Texas), qu'il est né en 1918 et qu'il est décédé à Noël 1944 alors qu'il servait dans la compagnie C 
du 15e régiment de la 3e division d'infanterie.  
 
“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1861-1985” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/544498?tid=&pid=&queryId=0574ab8e-1712-410a-bf68-750db
753af89&_phsrc=GHn33&_phstart=successSource  
 
 
 

 
 

For more information visit: ​
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Legacy 

 
US Headstone Application (Back) 

James Daugherty of Long Branch Cemetery signed the back of the application on October 2, 1948, 
confirming to the Office of the Quartermaster General that the cemetery had received the headstone. 
 
James Daugherty, du cimetière Long Branch, a signé au dos de la demande le 2 octobre 1948, 
confirmant au Bureau du quartier-maître général que le cimetière avait bien reçu la pierre tombale. 
 
“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1861-1985” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/544498?tid=&pid=&queryId=0574ab8e-1712-410a-bf68-750db
753af89&_phsrc=GHn33&_phstart=successSource  
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Legacy 

 
Headstone 

Henry F. Wilson’s headstone at Long Branch Cemetery in Nocona, TX, lists his rank as Private First 
Class, his service in the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division during World War II, his date of 
birth, October 20, 1918, and his date of death, December 25, 1944. 
 
La pierre tombale d'Henry F. Wilson au cimetière Long Branch à Nocona (Texas), indique son grade 
de soldat de première classe, son service pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale dans le 15e régiment 
d'infanterie, 3e division d'infanterie, sa date de naissance, le 20 octobre 1918, et sa date de décès, le 
25 décembre 1944. 
 
“Henry Franklin Wilson,” database, Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com: accessed September 17, 2025), photograph, 
2017, Long Branch Cemetery, Nocona, Texas, entry for Henry F. Wilson. 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson ​
 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
22 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Legacy 

 
Memorial 

In Ammerschwihr, France, on a rough sandstone boulder typical of the region, a metal plaque honors 
the 3rd Infantry Division’s sacrifice during the town’s liberation. The 3rd ID played a pivotal role in 
liberating the village in December 1944; Henry took part in that operation. 
 
Le village d’Ammerschwihr (France) a érigé, sur un rocher de grès typique de la région, une plaque 
métallique rendant hommage au sacrifice de la 3e division d'infanterie lors de la libération de la ville. 
La 3e division d'infanterie a joué un rôle central dans la libération du village en décembre 1944, et 
Henry y a participé. 
 
“Ammerschwihr -3rd Infantry Division Liberation,” database, American War Memorials Overseas, Inc. 
(https://www.uswarmemorials.org/, accessed February 16, 2026), entry for 3rd Infantry Division. 
 
https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/monument_details.php?SiteID=249&MemID=383&keyword=3rd+Infantry+Division  
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Legacy 
 
 

 
Memorial 

This hilltop memorial next to the French military cemetery honors the American divisions that fought 
to reduce the Colmar Pocket. The memorial stands atop Hill 351, also known as ‘Bloody Hill,’ near the 
place where Henry suffered his fatal wounds on December 25, 1944. 
 
Ce mémorial situé au sommet d'une colline, à côté du cimetière militaire français, rend hommage aux 
divisions américaines qui ont combattu pour réduire la poche de Colmar. Le mémorial se dresse au 
sommet de la colline 351, également appelée « Bloody Hill », près de l'endroit où Henry a été 
mortellement blessé le 25 décembre 1944. 
 
Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit Marie Oury. 
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