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Company C, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division

This Florida France Soldier Stories (FFSS) source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US Army
soldier who served in Eastern France during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket preserves
some of his personal items in its unique archival collection.

In this ongoing partnership, UCF history students conduct research as part of the FFSS project to assist the dedicated staff at the
Museum. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors connect with the events of the war and the individuals who lived
them—bridging the distance between past and present and between the US and France.

Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We have provided
links and text excerpts but have not reproduced the images. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. Again, we have provided
links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission.
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Early Lirfe

1920 Federal Census (1 of g)

In 1920, the Wilson family, George (31), Mary (29), and Onie (2) lived in Montague, TX. Henry’s
father, George, worked as a farmer, while his mother, Mary, took care of the family. The family all lived

together; we find Henry on the top of the next page of the census (see below).

En 1920, la famille d'Henry Wilson, George (31 ans), Mary (29 ans) et Onie (2 ans),

vivait a
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Montague (Texas). Le pére d'Henry, George, était agriculteur, tandis que sa mére, Mary, s'occupait de
la famille. lIs vivaient ensemble mais nous trouvons Henry en haut de la page suivante du

recensement (voir ci-dessous).

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for

Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/43562105

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Early Life
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1920 Federal Census (2 of 2)

Henry appeared as the first name on the next page of the Montague, TX census. He was 14 months
old at the time.

Henry apparait en premier sur la page suivante du recensement; il n'avait alors que 14 mois.

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for
Henry Franklin Wilson.

h J/www.an ry.com rch/collection 1/r
17442078& phsrc=GHn37& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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MARR IAGE RECORD
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THE STATE OF TEXAS, E

County of Montague.
To any Regularly Licensed or Ordained Minister of the Gospel, Jewish Rabbi, Judge of the District or County Court, orany Justice
of the Peace, in and for the State of Texas, —GREETING:

YOU ARE HE! \UTHOR! ‘THE RITES OF MATRIMOI BETWEEN i
E %fmg/ma/‘zifr L AR e Bt © (e G2 Haw %%

ue retumn to the Clerk of the County Court of said County, within sixty days thereafter, m-my yoiir action under this Licensc,
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=71, County Clerk.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS, l
County of Montague.

To any Regularly Licemsed or Ordained Minister of the Gospel, Jewish Rabbi, Judge of the District or County Court, or any Justice
of the Peace, in and for the State of Texas, —GREETING:

YOU ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO SOLEMNIZE THE RI’ OF MATR! BETWEEN

ste Yeritep o Tiltorn., (Bpedf gid). . woaricd. (gl Foa)..

and make d =rcmmtutheclakanhe ‘Court of said County, within dayldmnlm mrﬁm:uymrscﬂmumuthill-kﬂ'ﬁc

WITNESS my official signaturc and scal of office, at office in Montague, Texas, the ... £2. 7 _day
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% mﬂ , 1 united in Marriage 7774+,

Marriage Record

On October 15, 1938, Henry F. Wilson, aged 21, married Virginia Griffin, aged 18.

Le 15 octobre 1938, Henry F. Wilson, agé de 21 ans, épousa Virginia Griffin, &gée de 18 ans.

“Montague, Texas, United States records," database, FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org: accessed September 17,
2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L QWY-THP7?view=index

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Texas Department of Health Vital Statistics

On July 16, 1939, Henry and Virginia welcomed their first daughter, Virginia Nell Wilson. Her name
appears about 17 lines down in the left column of the document.

Le 16 juillet 1939, Henry et Virginia ont accueilli leur premiére fille, Virginia Nell Wilson. Son nom
apparait environ 17 lignes plus bas dans la colonne de gauche.

“Texas, U.S., Birth Index, 1903-1997,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for
Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/303122989

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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1940 Federal Census

In 1940, Henry, his wife, Virginia, and their daughter, Virginia Nell, lived in a rented house on a farm.
Henry, who worked as a farm laborer, had a fifth-grade education. Virginia, had completed seventh
grade. Note that Henry and his family lived next door to his parents and siblings, working on rented
farms.

En 1940, Henry, sa femme Virginia et leur fille Virginia Nell vivaient dans une maison louée dans une
ferme. Henry, qui travaillait comme ouvrier agricole, avait suivi des études jusqu'en cinquiéme année.
Virginia avait terminé la septi€éme année. Henry et sa famille vivaient a c6té de ses parents et de ses
fréres et sceurs, travaillant dans des fermes louées.

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for
Henry Franklin Wilson.

h J/www.an .com rch/collections/2442/r
370d3c351& phsrc=GHn41& phstart=successSource
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S e —— - —— ———— e ——y

SERIAL NUMBER | L Nauz (Print) _/§—, W#’?_&M ORDER NUMBER
Lk HENRY. [RANKLIV W hSoM 15,

3. Avprzss (Print) M CoVA Z}?@ A/Dé ] E;!AS

<
B

(Number and street or R. F. D. number)

3. TELEPHONE 4, AoE 1IN YEARS CE OF BIRTH 6. Coum-a? ur

____________________________ Yo T98| TEX A S, U __Q,

{Exchange) (Number) | (Yr) (State or mbwl

7. NAME OF PERSON 0 WL AL'W.H.'I'i Kxow Your -A.B'D'P-l-ﬂl
(hir., M., Misa) mt) {Lant)

9. ADDREES OF THAT PERSON

(Number and street. or R..]' D—-nu;i‘bu'.i Fa
10. EMPLOYER'S NAME

11, Prace or EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS

LA A

(Number and street or R. ¥, D, number) _ {Town) {County) (Siate)
I ArrmeM THAT I HAVE VERIFIED AnOvVE ANSWEERS AND THAT THEY ARk TRUE.

REGISTRATION CARD
D.S. 8. Form 1

(over)
P .

World War Il Draft Registration Card (Front)

Henry registered for the World War Il draft on October 16, 1940. At the time, he lived in Nocona,
Montague County, TX. He did not list an employer, but likely worked on the family’s farm. He listed his
father, George Washington, as his point of contact.

Henry s'est enregistré & la conscription pour la Seconde Guerre mondiale le 16 octobre 1940. A
I'époque, il vivait a Nocona, dans le comté de Montague (Texas). Il n'a pas indiqué d'employeur, mais
il travaillait probablement sur la ferme familiale. |l a désigné son pére, George Washington, comme
point de contact.

“U.S., World War Il Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September
11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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REGISTRAR’S REPORT

DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT
e (A (Approx.) COMPLEXION
‘White _V__ '—Z% 0 Eallow i
EYESB HAIR Tight |
Negro Blue | Blonde | Ruddy Q
Gray | ¥ |Red | Dark
Oriental Hazel | Brown y’ Freckled V |
Brown | Black Light brown i
Indian Black | Qray Dark brown
| Bald Black
Filipino | |

Other obvlous physical characteristics that will ald in identlficution. cmm e cacaaaa

2 A

I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
all of his answers of which I have knowledge are true, except as follows:

o

(Bignature of registrar)
Reglstrar [ M i g
Date of reglstration /- ?g - /
e
ocT 251940

€ CO.
MONTAGY
HUNT%&!'E\EP OF LOCAL BOARD)

of the

{The stamp of the Local Board having jurisdicti
shall be placed in the above apreel

\

| S

World War |l Draft Registration Card (Back)

The back of Henry’s draft registration card provided a description of his physical appearance: he was
5’9” and weighed 140 Ibs., with grey eyes, brown hair, and a freckled complexion.

Au verso de la fiche d’enregistrement militaire d’Henry figurait une description de son apparence
physique : il mesurait 1,75 m et pesait 63,5 kg, avait les yeux gris, les cheveux bruns et le teint
parsemé de taches de rousseur.

“U.S., World War Il Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September
11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

id=&queryld=241ea3d6-bcf4-4be5-b2c6-fe98

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/20514046?tid=&

dae4bbff& phsrc=GHn23& phstart=successSource
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Texas Department of Health Vital Statistics

On April 19, 1942, Henry and Virginia welcomed their second daughter, Carolyn Jean Wilson. Her
name appears third from the bottom of the left column on the document.

Le 19 avril 1942, Henry et Virginia ont accueilli leur deuxiéme fille, Carolyn Jean Wilson. Son nom
figure en troisieme position, a partir du bas, dans la colonne de gauche.

“Texas, U.S., Birth Index, 1903-1997,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for
Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/153531123

For more information visit:
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Military Service

Field Title value Meaning
ARMY SERIAL NUMBER 38686155 38686155
NAME WILSONZHENRY #FE£##E£FEFE  WILSONEHENRY SFE#H#EFEEEEE
EESIDEMCE: STATE 85 TEXAS
BESIDEMCE: COUNTY 087 COOKE
PLACE OF ENLISTMENT 8679 CP WOLTERS TEXAS
DATE OF ENLISTMENT DAY 28 28
a.gl;:ETSF ENLISTMENT 0a 04
DATE OF ENLISTMENT YEAR 44 44
s sons s
GRADE: CODE 3 Private
% NO# No branch assignment
BRANCH: CODE 0z No branch assignment
FIELD USE AS DESIRED £ £

Enlistment for the duration of the War or other
TERM OF EMLISTMENT 5 emergency, plus six months, subject to the discretion of
the President or otherwise according to law

LONGEVITY FEE EEE

SoURLE DT ARMY 0 Civil Life

NATIVITY 85 TEXAS

YEAR OF BIRTH 18 18

BACE AND CITIFENSHIP 1 White, citizen
EDUCATION 0 Grammar school
CIVILIAN OCCUPATION 316 Farm hands, general farms
MARITAL STATUS 2 Married

COMPONENT OF THE ARMY 7 Selectees (Enlisted Men)
CARD NUMBER £ £

BOX NUMBER 1367 1367

FILM REFL MUMBER 6.133 6.133

Enlistment Records

The Army called Henry to service on April 4, 1944. At the time, he lived in Cooke County, TX, had a
grammar school education, was married, and worked as a farmer.

Henry est rentré dans I'armée le 4 avril 1944. A I'époque, il vivait dans le comté de Cooke (Texas),
avait suivi une scolarité primaire, était marié et travaillait comme agriculteur.

“World War Il Army Enlistment Records, 1938—-1946,” database, Access to Archival Databases (AAD), National Archives
(https://aad.archives.gov: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for Henry F Wilson.

https://aad.archives.qgov/aad/record-detail.jsp?dt=893&mtch=1&cat=\'WR26 &tf=F &q=38686155&bc=sl.sd&r 10& 1&r
id=7471459

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Military Service

Family Photo

This family photo portrays Henry in uniform, his wife, Virginia, and their two daughters, Virginia N. and
Carolyn J. Wilson.

Cette photo de famille montre Henry en uniforme, sa femme, Virginia, et leurs deux filles, Virginia N.
et Carolyn J. Wilson.

“PFC Henry Franklin Wilson,” database, Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com: accessed September 15, 2025), entry for
Henry F. Wilson.

h Jiwww.fin rave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Military Service

9/11/25, 1:11 PM U_S., World War |l Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954 - Ancestry.com

Henry F Wilson

in the U.S., World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954

Military Branch
Diagnosis

Type of Injury

Medical Treatment
Injured in Line of Duty
Type of Discharge
Length of Service

Service Number

‘ Detail ‘ \ Source |
Name Henry F Wilson
Race White, includes Mexican (White)
Rank Enlisted Man
Admission Age 25
Birth Date abt 1919
Admission Date Aug 1944
Discharge Date Aug 1944

Infantry, General or Unspecified

Diagnosis: Cellulitis; SecondDiagnosis: Varicocele

Disease

Incision and drainage (of gland, not elsewhere classified) (Lymphadenotomy)
In line of duty

Duty

0 Year(s), 4 Month(s)

38686155

© 2025 Ancestry.com

Hospital Record

Henry’s August 1944 hospital record shows that he suffered from a skin condition called cellulitis,
which led to complications, including an abscess in the glands. He also had a varicocele, an injury to
his scrotum. Doctors treated these conditions with incisions and drainage, then returned him to duty.

Le dossier médical d'Henry, datant d'aolt 1944, indique qu'il souffrait d'une affection cutanée appelée
cellulite infectieuse, qui a entrainé des complications, notamment un abcés des glandes. Il souffrait
également d'une varicocéle, une lésion du scrotum. Les médecins ont traité ces affections par
incision et drainage, puis il a repris son service.

“U.S., World War Il Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500315?tid=&pid=&queryld=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6¢734ad0937
6&_phsre=GHn11& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Henry F Wilson
in the U.S., World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954
‘ Detail ‘ | Source |
Name Henry F Wilson
Race White, includes Mexican (White)
Rank Enlisted Man
Admission Date Dec 1944
Discharge Date Dec 1944
Diagnosis FirstLocation: Buttock and hip; SecondlLocation: Back, generally; ;
CausativeAgent: Artillery Shell, Fragments, Afoot or unspecified
Type of Injury Casualty, battle
Injured in Line of Duty In line of duty
Type of Discharge Died
Service Number 38686155
© 2025 Ancestry.com

Hospital Record
Henry’s December 1944 hospital admission record shows that fatal artillery fragments struck his
back, buttock and hip. He was 27 years old.

Le dossier d'admission a I'hdpital d'Henry, en décembre 1944, indique que des éclats d'obus mortels
I'ont touché au dos, aux fesses et a la hanche. Il avait 27 ans.

“U.S., World War Il Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/17500314?tid=&pid=&queryld=7823e815-5699-4fc3-a633-6¢7
34ad09376& phsrc=GHn11& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Military Service

The 3d Signal Company posted similar signs throughout the
area to aid the campaign to keep in communications.

298 killed, 327 prisoners, and an estimated 1185
wounded. In addition the enemy lost four tanks, twelve
mortars, two Flakwagons, forty machine guns, and a
large number of artillery pieces.

The 41st Field Artillery Battalion fired 7226 rounds
of 105mm howitzer ammuntion in seventy-four con-
centrations and ten TOTSs (time on target, a system
whereby the fire of all guns of a given number of artil-
lery units is brought to bear simultancously). Cannon
Company fired 5864 rounds of 105 and 7Smm ammuni-
tion, and a total of ninety-nine rounds of 4.2 mortar
ammunition were expended by Company B, 99th
Chemical Battalion.

(Beginning December 16, the Fifth and Sixth Panzer
Armies of Field Marshal von Rundstedt lashed out in
a counteroffensive in Belgium and Luxembourg which
stunned the entire Allied camp. Known later as “Battle
of the Bulge,” German elements achieved a maximum
penetration of approximately fifty-five miles before the
tide of battle turned and Third and Ninth Armies to
either flank of the attacked United States First Army
began slashing at the sides of the Bulge. Colmar Pocket,
in the big picture, was an irritating little red grease-
pencilled twist on the lower end of the situation map,
only a minor battle—unless one was there.)

On December 17 the 3d Infantry Division began
moving south for the continuance of the relief of 36th
Infantry Division. The 2d Battalion, 15th Infantry,
was first relieved, to commence its move to the vicinity

290 HISTORY OF THE THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION

of Riquewihr, where it closed in on the following day.
It was followed by the 3d and 1st Battalions on Decem-
ber 19. The 1st and 2d Battalions, 7th Infantry, werce
completely relicved on defensive positions in Stras-
bourg by other elements of the 36th Division, and
command of the former 36th scctor passed to Brigadier
General Robert N. Young (commanding the Division
in the absence of General O’Daniel, on temporary duty
in the United States) at 1430, December 21.

Two days later, December 23, the 15th Infantry
launched an attack against the two towns of Bennwihr
and Sigolsheim, as the first step in securing a more
stable line of defense. Defense was the keynote at this
time. Seventh Army had received a sizable German
counterattack against its barely-won positions in south-
ern Germany and was forced to withdraw to a more
tenable line in lower Alsace. It was known that the
Germans had announced their intentions of retaking
Strasbourg, if possible, as a “Christmas present” for
der Fiihrer, and a pincers between the forces opposing
Seventh Army forces and those opposing French First
Army, of which the 3d Infantry Division was now a
part, was considered a definite possibility. Our first
step, therefore, was to secure Bennwihr and Sigolsheim,
the last two towns of any size between that part of our
line and the key city of Colmar, and to drive the Ger-
mans from all high ground north of a line Sigolsheim-
Kayersberg.

Sigolsheim and Bennwihr are located at the extreme
western edge of the Alsace Plain and just cast of the
last high slopes of the Vosges. Advance reconnaissance
indicated that Sigolsheim in particular was strongly
occupied by the enemy, and later events proved this
to be entirely true.

Besides drawing the assignment to take the two
towns, 15th Infantry also had the mission of clearing
Hill 351, a high mass that lies between them.

The 15th’s drive was directed east from positions
in the vicinity of Kientzheim, which was held by the
2d Battalion, 30th Infantry. The 1st Battalion, com-
manded by Lt. Col. Keith L. Ware, was to capture
Sigolsheim; the 3d Battalion, under Maj. John O’Con-
nell, to attack Bennwihr, and the 2d Battalion, under
Lt. Col. Eugene A. Salet, was to block and support the
attack of the other battalions from positions on the
northern slope of Hill 351.

At H-hour, 0730, Companies A and C attacked.
Particularly stiff resistance was encountered just before
reaching the town when a convent just north of it
was found to be an enemy stronghold, with enemy
manning machine guns, mortars, and small arms. After
a stiff two-hour fight Company A succeeded in press-
ing through and past this opposition to reach the edge
of town at noon.

History of the Third Infantry Division in World War Il (1 of 2)

The History of the Third Infantry Division in World War 1l dedicated a chapter to the combat in the
Colmar Pocket (pages 282-324). The 15th Infantry Regiment participated in the liberation of many
Alsatian towns, including Ammerschwihr, Riquewihr, Sigolsheim, and Bennwihr. As a soldier in this
regiment, Henry likely took part in these objectives before his death on December 25, 1944.

L'ouvrage The History of the Third Infantry Division in World War Il (Histoire de la troisieme division
d'infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale) consacre un chapitre aux combats de la poche de
Colmar (pages 282 a 324). Le 15e régiment d'infanterie a participé a la libération de nombreux
villages alsaciens, notamment Ammerschwihr, Riquewihr, Sigolsheim et Bennwihr. En tant que soldat
de ce régiment, Henry a probablement pris part a ces opérations avant sa mort, le 25 décembre
1944.

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 282-324.

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/290/mode/1up
For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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History of the Third Infantry Division in World War Il (2 of 2)
This page of the 3rd ID Unit History lists the names of soldiers who served with the 15th Infantry
Regiment during World War II. Henry is listed towards the middle of the second column as a Private
First Class, Killed In Action.

Cette page de I'historique de la 3e division d'infanterie répertorie les noms des soldats ayant servi au
15e régiment d'infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Henry figure au milieu de la
deuxiéme colonne en tant que soldat de premiére classe, mort au combat.

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War Il. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 506.

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/506/mode/1up
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US Army Rosters of World War Il Dead

The US Army Roster of World War 1l Dead listed Henry among the deceased, including his name,
service number, and rank, Private First Class (PFC).

La liste des soldats américains morts pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale répertoriait Henry parmi
les défunts, avec son nom, son matricule et son grade, soldat de premiére classe (PFC).

“U.S., Rosters of World War Il Dead, 1939-1945” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025),
entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1102/records/347149?tid=&pid=&queryld=cd06872b-afcc-4345-a6ef-0a835¢c
c7fa35& phsrc=GHn18& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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Legacy

ADMIRE ROCH L ©=713333 2 LT KIA ADAMS WILLIAM L 38093977 PUT KIA BASSETT JAY 38475236 PFC KIA
BOSWEL. HARRY 38081375 PFC DNB BARNES WILLIE © 38547326 PFC  DNB CARPENTER WILLIE P 6955104 SGT DNB
BRANDOM ERBERT B 38524545 PFC_ DOW BILNOSKI FLOYD P . 38051796 S SC KIA CLARK MARION € 38631646 PFC  KIA
BRIDGE), 'R HORACE A 3B528918 TECS KIA BINFOQRD ROUGLAS 38052268 5 SC KIA COLE JOHN E JR 38140345 SGT KIA
BROWN B i 18215123 S SC . M BLAIR CLINTON E 18227784 SCT KIA EVERETT AUGUSTA 38041427 PVT XIA
synn' OLEN C 38118508 S SGC KIA BRATCHER REY 0=6T7TBGT3 2 LT FOD FLOOD DURH’ARD R 18176270 Sc 0D
CAREY 0TTIS O 0-789450 CAPT DNB BRAUTIGAM WALTER F 38075357 PFC KIA FREEHAN B D=664754 CAPT DNB
CARY WYETT R % 38040180 PFC KIA BREELAND THEODORE H 38522076 PVT KIA GIBES noay J 38098237 TECS DNB
CLAYTON AUBREY L 38635246 PVT DNB BUTLER FLOYD 38417170 PFC  KIA GILES LOUZI 38478279 PFC KIA
COFFMAN DAVID T 18020049 S SC KIA CADE AULTON 38304043 PFC KIA CRANDERRY Davrn s 38307929 PFC KIA
COFFHAN SAM K JR 0=741588 2 LT DNB CAGLE BOYD 38093978 PFC KIA HARTE CLAYTON L 0=671651 2 LT DNB
CUNNINGHAM EARMON T 38147236 SCT HIA CAIN EDHWARD 38545035 PFC KIA HIGGINS HOWARD B 38198193 PFC oNB
DUEWALL KENNETH E 18083816 PFC DNB COLEMAN noasnr L 38261333 SGT KIA HUTSON MARION W A243958 5 5GC KIA
DYER WHALTER T JR 38115782 CPL DNB DEAN MYRL € 6959422 TECS DNB IRVIN JAMNE: 38631035 PVT  KIA
_ELLZEY ARLIS ©C 18128106 § SC FOD ELLIS an‘suanz o 38679593 PVT KIA SGLLY Enoam B 383078328 S 5C KIA
GRIGSBY WILLIAM T 38435144 CPL DNB FEE GEORGE H 6959404 5 SC FOD MAXEY JESSIE L 38138083 PVT  KIA
HARMON AZZAH E 38477244 PFC DOW FENLEY FRANK K 38417171 SET HIA MONTGOMERY JEFF D JR 0=6714T7T 1 LT KIA
HARRY CECIL 38287100 PVUT KIA GLOVER CHARLIE M 18042352 PVT KIA PARRISH WILLTAM D 0=662662 1 LT KIA
HEARD CHARLES W 18164793 PFC  KIA GOODSON FRANK J 38547711 PVT KIA PROVINCE CHARLES N 38137868 SGT DNB
HILL BILLY 18065878 5 5C DNB GOODSON WILLIAH E 38203500 SCT KIA SEARCY THADAS G ‘18179946 PVT DNB
HOLHMAN WADE O 0-421092 1 LT FOD ch.‘r rMURnAN E 01305166 1 LT KIA THOMAS LOYD 18217308 PVT DOW
HUDSON JESS W 6271489 SGT DOW 0=420763 1 LT FOD WFELKERSON JOHN D 38097224 PVT DNB
HUDSON KENNETH 19015765 PVT KIA mmw.r JANES A 3R547717 PVT  DOW :
KING THOMAS L 3B062223 SGT KIA HILL BARLEY 38203503 § SG KIA
KUYKENDALL DEMPSEY G 38280001 PVT DNB HINES RICHARD € 38677997 PFC KIA
LANEAVE OLICE 6295703 PVT DONB HOLBROOK LONZO W 6255916 S SG DOW
A ANK E 38132111 P¥T DN HOLBROOK TED J 01056413 2 LT KIA
CARSan Sean" B i8044s81 TECA DNB | KIDD G S8540361 prc kLA MOTLEY COUNTY
LYONS JER .i'S 3B626435 S SC KIA MJIHK#ARDT V’IC?‘DR A 38069071 PFC KIa
MARSHALL ELIH 20817861 PFC KTIA | HC KAY WILBURN 38161984 PFC KTA
m: CLELLAN WENDELL R 38285507 § SG FOD HURRAY JOE 38547517 TECS DNEB ANDERSBN CLIFFORD G 38341359 PFC  FOD
COLLUM JOHN € 38040732 TEC4 DOH PRICE E'Dmai.-cr E JR 18227500 SGT FOD BOGGUS 38106140 S SG DOW
e cu“?s THOMAS © 18040701 TECS DNB SINGLETON JOHN A 38091738 SCGT KIA Boun};,‘ug 383386528 CPL KIA
HOSS HUBERT 38689001 PFC KIA SMITH CONNIE L 18042351 PVT KIA FAULKNER RAYH:JND H 7013176 T SC DNE
N'ICHDLS HENRY K 38285601 PFC KIA SOILEAU LOUIS 38054380 PFC  KIA . HALL DAL T 38343706 PFC KIA
POSTON LAKEY D 38435187 PVT KIA SOLOMON MELVIN J 38540343 T SG KIA HICKMAN PAUL 38633601 PVT  DOW
PRICE JOHN 38046732 PFC  FOD THOMAS LORE 38245624 PVT DNB LONGC WILLIAH 38836050 PVT KIA
FPROCTOR LOREN W 3E0485T0 FPFC KIA TORRES ALEXANDER N 38547713 PVT KIA MC DONALD TRAVIS V 38343717 PFC KIA
PRUETT RAYMOND J 38432595 CFPL KIA TREECE LEOQN. 38053805 5 SC KI4A HC MAHAN J C 38600320 PVI KIA
REDDY KENNETH E 0-421131 1 LT DNB WALKER BILLY 0O T-186481 FL 0 FOD TURNER HAROLD o 38342602 PEC Dol
RE}‘NOLDS.C‘L.‘{UDE H 38147238 ;F‘? K{g ang?fﬁgszggﬁzs 0;;23;32 r.s‘.zl:};r ;ﬁg 2
RICH 38682458 PV HI H
RICH .H'OR E 38434956 S SGC KIA LLIAMS WILLI 38241133 PVT DNB NACOGMCHES COUNTY
SCROGGINS OLIVER H 38630345 PFC  KIA uoou KENNETH c’ T=132418 FL 0 KIA
SHROPSHIRE ROBERT C 0-781080 2 LT DNB 2
SHITH GikEs o® 30%inise 5 o K14 ﬂ"ﬁf;gg;“’#;?“% 47 38035857 EEE RYM
SMITH 697 CPL IA
VANN LAYHMON 1807913% TECS DNB MOORE COIINTY ARRIOLA BILL 38682547 PVT KIA
VERETTO CLIFTON H 38633155 PVT KIA BLAIR AMOM M 19002803 PVT KIA
WARDLON PAUL J 18190865 § SG FOD BOBO WILLIAM 38478432 PVT DONB
WATERS LYONAL D 38434946 PFC KIA BAIRD DURWARD D 38425804 SCT KIA ¢ BRAY RICHARD D 20810934 SGT KIA
WEAVER ROBERT L 38117683 TECS DOW CARCILL 38711888 PFC DOW BRUTON NARCH ©C 38056832 PVT. DNB
WEISS ROY F J O=741388 2 LT DNB CARTRITE HARVEY L 38107118 5 SC FOD BUCKNER FRED G 0-763481 2 LT FOD
WILSON HENRY F 38686155 PFC KIA HOOKER TRIS S 0=-776987 2 LT KIA CLIFTON THOMAS J 38479790 PFC  KIA
WINTON STEVEN G 38039200 TECS DNB IVESTER CECIL B JR 38341737 PFC DNB CORLEY BURLESON 6298676 SGT KIA
YORK JAMES W 38220185 5 SC KIA HULANAX K 38274610 S SG KIA CRUMP OLLIE T 20810944 PFC  KIA
MUNOZ EuLAL:u 38256513 PFC  KIA DAVIS LEON W 18042322 CPL  DOW
HMOWERY ALTON 6296928 TECS5 DNB DUNKS ALBERT L 01821839 1 LT KIA
PARR JOHN R 38608475 SCT DNB | EDHARDS TRAVIS 6283293 M SC DNB
SHUPING RUSSELL L 38343793 CPL  KIA ESTES ALTON 38303591 PVT OH
SPARKS J B 6855782 PFC_ KIA FARRELL ELI 38551518 PVT KIA
S ENAR TR E 0-686507 2 LT DNZ | FERCUSON u:u.rs c 6283056 CPL DNB
WITHERSFOON HARVJN J 38606791 PFC DOH F‘I..AN.AGAN T 38475097 PFC DNBE
FL KEN 38303575 PFC KIA
FORBIS EU.[.‘.I'..L A 38051653 SCT KIA
FORNEY CARL T 38481534 PVT KIA
FULLERT"MARVIN B 6299236 PVI "DNB
CATES GEORGE G 6394627 SC KIA
GIPSON JESSIE 38642197 TECS DNB
GRIFFIN WILLTE D 36482037 SGT IA
85 337

60

US World War Il Army and Air Force Casualty List

The US Army and Air Force Casualty List organized entries by state and county, listing Henry Wilson
under Montague County, TX with his service number, rank, and KIA status.

La liste des victimes de I'armée et de I'armée de I'air américaines classait les entrées par Etat et par
comté, mentionnant Henry Wilson, du comté de Montague (Texas), avec son numeéro de matricule,
son grade et son statut de mort au combat.

“World War Il Honor List of Dead and Missing Army and Army Air Forces Personnel from Texas, 1946” database, Fold3
(www.fold3.com: accessed September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

For more information visit:
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Certificate of Death
Henry's father, George W. Wilson, had the Texas Department of Health establish Henry's death
certificate on September 30, 1948. In the document, he stated that Henry died on December 25,
1944, while “serving with the 3rd Inf Division in France.”

Le 30 septembre 1948, le pére d'Henry, George W. Wilson, a demandé au ministére de la Santé du
Texas d'établir le certificat de décés d'Henry. Dans ce document, il a déclaré qu'Henry était décédé le
25 décembre 1944 alors qu'il « servait dans la 3e division d'infanterie en France ».

“Texas, Deaths, 1890-1977,” database, FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org: accessed September 16, 2025), entry for
Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K384-G2Z7?lang=en

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Re-Interment For
Pvt. Henry F. Wilson

HENRY F. WILSON

Plilfie erivies were hicld In No-
pona Thursdny, Sept 1] i
p. m, st the Daugherty Memorind

® Chapel for Pvi, Henry F. Wilsor

who was killed in action Dee, 25
1944, while serving with the Third
Imf. Divisdon in Pronee  Ministers
8 W. Driver al Winstead Cooper
officiated

Pyvt, Wilson ws barti Ot 20,
1918, In the Prairle Valley com-
mimnity, Belore entering the servies
he was employed as a clvilian tr
driver at Comp Howze

Interment wons made in the 1
Brifich Cemeters with
Funera]l Home dire
menta and with m

lary rite I
the gravesids by the Horris-Hed iz

peth-Rolls Pest of \merienn
Lagion.,
Burvivers (nelude twa o s

MHell and Cardlvin Wilion i Pilot
Point: his parents, Mr. sod i

George Wilsrn of  Nocon three
sisters, Mrs, A, C. Blanke, Kviport
Washington, Mrs. Flovd Cook. Pilot ||
Point, Texas, and Miss Rowena |
Wilson, Nocona: two brothers, Alvin I'
and Clifford Wilkkon of Noconn: one

niece and one Bephew N

Article from The Nocona News

The Nocona News, a newspaper published about 85 miles north of Fort Worth, TX, announced on
Friday, October 1, 1948, that Henry, initially buried in France, would be reinterred in Texas with
military rites. The article listed the family members who survived him, including his two daughters,
Nell and Carolyn Wilson, his parents, three sisters, and two brothers.

Le Nocona News, un journal publié a environ 137 km au nord de Fort Worth (Texas), a annoncé le
vendredi 1er octobre 1948 que Henry, initialement enterré en France, serait inhumé au Texas avec
les honneurs militaires. L'article dressait la liste des membres de sa famille qui lui avaient survécu,
notamment ses deux filles, Nell et Carolyn Wilson, ses parents, ses trois sceurs et ses deux fréres.

“The Nocona News (Nocona, Tex.), Vol. 43, No. 16, Ed. 1 Friday, October 1, 1948,” database, University of North Texas
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History (texashistory.unt.edu: accessed September 20, 2025), entry for Henry F. Wilson.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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US Headstone Application (Front)

George W. Wilson filed a headstone application requesting a military marker for his son. This
application confirms Henry’s burial in his hometown of Nocona, TX, that he was born in 1918, and

that he died on Christmas 1944 while serving in Co C, 15th Regiment, 3rd ID.

i
i

George W. Wilson a déposé une demande de pierre tombale pour son fils afin qu'il puisse bénéficier
d'une stéle militaire. Cette demande confirme qu'Henry a été inhumé dans sa ville natale de Nocona

(Texas), qu'il est né en 1918 et qu'il est décédé a Noél 1944 alors qu'il servait dans la compagnie C

du 15e régiment de la 3e division d'infanterie.

“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1861-1985” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed

September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

53af89& thrc GHNn33& thtart successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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| HEREBY CERTIFY that the type headstone or marker requested by the applicant will be permitted at the

grave.
(Be sure you have noted what type is indicated by applicant on form)
Vorgaaiz. 2. AN e AdS
(Signature uflupﬂlnteimt, sextord, or caretaker)
4 ' ('. F
Date LLLAL - Lo (T L Y 16—11453-4

Retur to: OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL,
MEMORIAL DIVISION, *
WASHINGTON 95, D. C.

US Headstone Application (Back)

James Daugherty of Long Branch Cemetery signed the back of the application on October 2, 1948,
confirming to the Office of the Quartermaster General that the cemetery had received the headstone.

James Daugherty, du cimetiére Long Branch, a signé au dos de la demande le 2 octobre 1948,
confirmant au Bureau du quartier-maitre général que le cimetiére avait bien recgu la pierre tombale.

“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1861-1985” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed
September 11, 2025), entry for Henry Franklin Wilson.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/544498?tid=&pid=&queryld=0574ab8e-1712-410a-bf68-750db
753af89& phsrc=GHN33& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Headstone
Henry F. Wilson’s headstone at Long Branch Cemetery in Nocona, TX, lists his rank as Private First
Class, his service in the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division during World War I, his date of
birth, October 20, 1918, and his date of death, December 25, 1944.

La pierre tombale d'Henry F. Wilson au cimetiére Long Branch a Nocona (Texas), indique son grade
de soldat de premiére classe, son service pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale dans le 15e régiment
d'infanterie, 3e division d'infanterie, sa date de naissance, le 20 octobre 1918, et sa date de déces, le

25 décembre 1944.

“Henry Franklin Wilson,” database, Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com: accessed September 17, 2025), photograph,
2017, Long Branch Cemetery, Nocona, Texas, entry for Henry F. Wilson.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/73720406/henry-franklin-wilson

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Memorial
In Ammerschwihr, France, on a rough sandstone boulder typical of the region, a metal plaque honors
the 3rd Infantry Division’s sacrifice during the town’s liberation. The 3rd ID played a pivotal role in
liberating the village in December 1944; Henry took part in that operation.

Le village d Ammerschwihr (France) a érigé, sur un rocher de gres typique de la région, une plaque
métallique rendant hommage au sacrifice de la 3e division d'infanterie lors de la libération de la ville.
La 3e division d'infanterie a joué un role central dans la libération du village en décembre 1944, et
Henry y a participé.

“Ammerschwihr -3rd Infantry Division Liberation,” database, American War Memorials Overseas, Inc.
(https://www.uswarmemorials.org/, accessed February 16, 2026), entry for 3rd Infantry Division.

https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/monument_details.php?SitelD=249&MemID=383&keyword=3rd+Infantry+Division

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Memorial
This hilltop memorial next to the French military cemetery honors the American divisions that fought
to reduce the Colmar Pocket. The memorial stands atop Hill 351, also known as ‘Bloody Hill,” near the
place where Henry suffered his fatal wounds on December 25, 1944.

Ce mémorial situé au sommet d'une colline, a cété du cimetiére militaire frangais, rend hommage aux
divisions américaines qui ont combattu pour réduire la poche de Colmar. Le mémorial se dresse au
sommet de la colline 351, également appelée « Bloody Hill », prés de I'endroit ou Henry a été
mortellement blessé le 25 décembre 1944.

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit Marie Oury.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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