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This source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US Army soldier who served in Eastern France 
during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket preserves some of his personal items in its unique 

archival collection.​
 

In this ongoing partnership UCF history students conduct research as part of the Florida France Soldier Stories project to assist the 
dedicated staff at the Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors 

connect not only with the events of the war, but with the individuals who lived them—bridging the distance between past and present 
and between the US and France.​

 
Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We have provided 

links but have not reproduced them here. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. Again, we have provided links, when 
applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 

 

 



Early Life 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marriage Records 

On December 4, 1915, Wilbur’s parents, Thomas Clifton Nutting (32) and Elsie Mae Trucer (27), 
married in Schenectady, NY. Elsie was from Jersey City, NJ, and Thomas from Schenectady.  

Le 4 décembre 1915, à Schenectady (New York), les parents de Wilbur, Thomas Clifton Nutting (32 
ans) et Elsie Mae Trucer (27 ans), se sont mariés. Elsie était originaire de Jersey City (New Jersey) 
et Thomas de Schenectady. 

“Marriage Records” database, Ancestry (ancestery.com, accessed May 28, 2026, entry for Thomas Clifton Nutting. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61377/images/004489252_00454?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=276212  
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Early Life 

​
WWI Registration Card (front) 

On September 12, 1918, Thomas Clifton Nutting, Wilbur’s father, registered for the WWI draft. At the 
time, he was working as an assistant manager at the Boston Index Card Co and named his wife, 
Elsie, as his nearest relative. They lived in Watertown, MA. 

Le 12 septembre 1918, Thomas Clifton Nutting, le père de Wilbur, s'est inscrit à la conscription pour 
la Première Guerre mondiale. À l'époque, il occupait le poste de directeur adjoint chez Boston Index 
Card Co. et a désigné son épouse, Elsie, comme sa plus proche parente. Ils vivaient à Watertown 
(Massachusetts). 

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918” database, Ancestry (ancestery.com, accessed May 28, 2026, 
entry for Thomas Clifton Nutting. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005216177_05042?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=18076087 
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Early Life 

 
WWI Registration Card (back) 

The back of the registration card provided a physical description of Wilbur’s father: Medium height 
and medium build; he had brown eyes and black hair. 

Au dos de la fiche d'enregistrement figurait la description physique du père de Wilbur : de taille et de 
corpulence moyennes ; il avait les yeux marron et les cheveux noirs. 

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918” database, Ancestry (ancestery.com, accessed May 28, 2026, 
entry for Thomas Clifton Nutting. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005216177_05042?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=18076087 
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Early Life 

 
Massachusetts Vital Records 

Wilbur Franklin Nutting was born September 20, 1918, in Watertown, Middlesex County, MA, just 8 
days after his father’s registration for WWI. 
​
Wilbur Franklin Nutting est né le 20 septembre 1918 à Watertown, dans le comté de Middlesex 
(Massachusetts), 8 jours seulement après que son père fut inscrit à la conscription pour la Première 
Guerre mondiale. 
 
"Massachusetts, State Vital Records, 1638-1927", database FamilySearch (Familysearch.com: accessed May 28, 2026), 

entry for Wilbur Franklin Nutting and T Clifton Nutting, 20 Sep 1918.  
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QLKG-3GPM 

For more information visit: ​
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Early Life 

 
1920 Federal Census 

In 1920, Wilbur, aged 15 months, lived with his parents, T. Clifton and Elsie, in Watertown, MA. The 
family rented their house. Clifton managed a card index company while Elsie cared for her young son 
and their home.  

En 1920, Wilbur, âgé de 15 mois, vivait avec ses parents, T. Clifton et Elsie, à Watertown 
(Massachusetts). La famille louait sa maison. Clifton était manager dans une entreprise spécialisée 
dans les cartes d’indexation, tandis qu’Elsie s’occupait de son jeune fils et du foyer. 

 
"United States, Census, 1920," database FamilySearch (Familysearch.com: accessed May 28, 2026), entry for Wilbur 

Franklin Nutting.  
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MX1V-KJ3?lang=en 
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Early Life 

​
1921 City Directory  

In 1921, the Nutting family lived on 218 N. Beacon, in Watertown, MA, just a few houses from the 
paternal grandparents, George and Phebe Nutting. Clifton, his father, worked in sales.  

En 1921, la famille Nutting habitait au 218 N. Beacon, à Watertown (Massachusetts), à quelques 
maisons seulement des grands-parents paternels, George et Phebe Nutting. Clifton, le père de 
Wilbur, travaillait dans la vente. 

“City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com, accessed May 30, 2026), entry for T Clifton Nutting. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/11351328?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=613620403 
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Early Life 
 
 

 
Mason Membership Card 

In 1922, Clifton Nutting, Wilbur’s father, became a member of Watertown’s Masonic Lodge after 2 
years of initiation. The Grand Lodge suspended him in 1935.    

En 1922, Clifton Nutting, le père de Wilbur, devint membre de la loge maçonnique de Watertown 
après deux ans d'initiation. La Grande Loge le suspendit en 1935. 

“Massachusetts, U.S., Mason Membership Cards, 1733-1990,” database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com, accessed May 30, 
2026), entry for T Clifton Nutting. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5061/images/41264_B132582-06695?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=22936
4 
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Early Life 

 
1930 Federal Census 

By 1930, the Nutting family had settled in Elizabeth, NJ, just across the Newark Bay from Jersey City, 
where Elsie was born. Clifford worked as a traveling salesman for an office equipment company, 
while Elsie managed the household. The family rented their home for $70 a month; 11-year-old Wilbur 
attended school.  

En 1930, la famille Nutting s'était installée à Elizabeth (New Jersey), juste en face de Jersey City, de 
l'autre côté de la baie de Newark, où Elsie était née. Clifford travaillait comme représentant 
commercial pour une entreprise de matériel de bureau, tandis qu'Elsie s'occupait du foyer. La famille 
louait sa maison pour 70 dollars par mois ; Wilbur, âgé de 11 ans, allait à l'école. 

"United States, Census, 1930," database FamilySearch (Familysearch.com: accessed May 28, 2026), entry for Wilbur 

Nutting.  
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X4F1-GSL?lang=en  
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Early Life 

SCOUTS HOLD COURT OF HONOR​
—--- 

Judge Hutchins​
 Presides 

—-- 

  Court of honor for the Orlando district of Boy Scouts was held last night at 
the courthouse. Judge  Victor Hutchins, chairman of the honor court 
committee presiding.​
  Scouts who passed to second class rank were Harold Neff, Marion Ellis 
and David Brickley of Troop 36, Pine Castle; Raymond Shepherd, Ben Hill 
Lawson and H. G. Tubb of Troop 46 Winter Garden. 

FIRST CLASS SCOUTS​
  Promotion from second to first class included William Bixby Orlando 33; 
Leroy Cross, Kenneth Altkin and Eugene Cappleman, Winter Garden 66; 
and Wallace Averill Orlando 55.​
  John Bunning, Orlando 21, John Britt and Raymond Hogue, Orlando 22; 
Bob Petrie, Orlando 28; Herbert Ingley and Robert Kime, Orlando 29; and 
John Hensen, Winter Park 22; received star rank.​
  Life rank was given Clifford Haughton, Jr., of Orlando troop 22​
MERIT BADGES​
 Those receiving merit badges were Minter J. Westfall, jr., automobiling; 
Bob Petrie and John Hansen, basketry; Robert Kime, Ira Adams, William J. 
Richards, Warren Parker, Wilbur Nutting, Carl Langford and Homer Foster, 
bird study…​
…Cooking: Jerome Serros, Doyle Barnold, jr., and Wilbur Nutting,,,​
…Handicraft: Jerome C. Serros, Bill Terhune, Doyle Darnold, jr., Wilbur 
Nutting and Valmore Ward… 

Transcription of an article from The Orlando Sentinel 
In 1938, as a Boy Scout in Orlando, FL, Wilbur earned several merit badges, including bird study, 
cooking, and handicraft, demonstrating his wide-ranging skills and active participation in scouting.  

En 1938, alors qu'il était scout à Orlando (Floride), Wilbur a obtenu plusieurs insignes de mérite, 
notamment en ornithologie, en cuisine et en travaux manuels, démontrant ainsi ses multiples talents 
et son engagement dans le scoutisme. 

“Scouts hold Court of honor,” The Orlando Sentinel, (Orlando, FL) Jul 29, 1938, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/222903677/ 
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Early Life 

 
1940 Federal Census 

By 1940, the Nutting family had settled in Orlando, FL, at 317 Minnesota Ave. in what is now in 
Winter Park. According to the census, they had been living in the same house since 1935. Wilbur’s 
father had a new job working as an office equipment salesman. A sign of the lingering effects of the 
Great Depression, he had been unemployed for 52 weeks, earning no income in 1939. Elsie took 
care of the household, while 21-year-old Wilbur attended his third year of college. 

En 1940, la famille Nutting s'était installée à Orlando (Floride), au 317 Minnesota Avenue, aujourd'hui 
situé à Winter Park. D'après le recensement, ils vivaient dans la même maison depuis 1935. Le père 
de Wilbur avait trouvé un nouvel emploi comme vendeur de matériel de bureau. Signe des effets 
persistants de la Grande Dépression, il avait été au chômage pendant 52 semaines et n'avait perçu 
aucun revenu en 1939. Elsie s'occupait du foyer, tandis que Wilbur, âgé de 21 ans, était en troisième 
année d'université. 

"United States, Census, 1940," database FamilySearch (Familysearch.com: accessed May 28, 2026), entry for Wilbur 

Nutting.  
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VTCH-7HZ?lang=en  
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Early Life 
 

 
Article from The Florida Alligator​​  

In April 1940, Wilbur joined the Alpha Kappa Psi, a business fraternity at the University of Florida, 
taking his pledge during the biannual banquet. 

En avril 1940, Wilbur a rejoint l'Alpha Kappa Psi, une fraternité d'étudiants en commerce de 
l'université de Floride, et a prêté serment lors du banquet semestriel. 

“Alpha Kappa Psi To Have Banquet,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), April 17, 1940, University of Florida Digital 
Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF 
librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01154/zoom/1 
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Early Life 
 
 

Orlando Youth Hurt In DeLand Wreck 
  Deland. Wilbur Nutting 22 a University of Florida student 
and son of Mrs. Elsie Nutting of Orlando received a painful 
gash on his forehead here Friday night in an automobile crash. 
  Nutting was riding in a machine driven by J.F. Tart of Osteen 
when the vehicle crashed into a tree at the south city limits. 
Tart received only a few minor facial cuts for which he 
received first aid in the Deland Memorial Hospital. Nutting 
was spending the night in the hospital having lost 
considerable blood. The forehead gash required several 
stitches.​
  The youth had been hitchhiking from the University at 
Gainesville home for the week-end and had been given a ride 
by Tart only a few minutes before the crash occurred. State 
Road patrolman Tony Masseda investigated. 

Transcription of an article from The Orlando Sentinel 
On October 25, 1940, Wilbur suffered serious injuries in a car accident while hitchhiking from the 
University of Florida in Gainesville to Orlando for a weekend visit. He spent the night at Deland 
Memorial Hospital, receiving treatment for a gash on his forehead and significant blood loss. 

Le 25 octobre 1940, Wilbur a été grièvement blessé dans un accident de voiture alors qu'il faisait de 
l'auto-stop entre l'université de Floride, à Gainesville, et Orlando, où il se rendait pour passer le 
week-end. Il a passé la nuit au Deland Memorial Hospital, où il a été soigné pour une entaille au front 
et une perte de sang importante. 

 
“Orlando Youth Hurt In DeLand Wreck,” The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, FL), October 26, 1940, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/313551587/ 
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Early Life 
 
 

 
Excerpt of an Article from The Florida Alligator​ 

In November 1940, Wilbur, a Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) cadet, entered a 
marksmanship competition for a $5 cash prize. After 3 weeks, he remained among the 27 finalists out 
of the original 57 participants, earning a place in the unit’s “permanent firing organization.” 

En novembre 1940, Wilbur, alors élève-officier du Corps de formation des officiers de réserve 
(ROTC), s'inscrivit à un concours de tir dont le prix était de 5 dollars. Au bout de 3 semaines, il figurait 
toujours parmi les 27 finalistes sur les 57 participants initiaux, ce qui lui valut d'intégrer la « section de 
tir permanente » de l'unité. 

“Marksmen Will Compete For Cash Wards,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), November 27, 1940, University of 
Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank 
the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01194/zoom/7 
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Early Life 
 
 
 

 
Article from The Florida Alligator​​  

In January 1941, Wilbur earned an appointment as first sergeant of Company B in the University of 
Florida’s 1st Infantry Battalion, reflecting his strong performance in scholarship, leadership, command 
ability, and drill. 

En janvier 1941, Wilbur fut nommé premier sergent de la compagnie B du 1er bataillon d'infanterie de 
l'université de Floride, en reconnaissance de ses excellents résultats scolaires, de son esprit 
d'initiative, de ses qualités de commandement et de ses compétences en matière d'instruction 
militaire. 

“Rank Announced Of Junior Class Infantrymen,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), January 11, 1941, University of 
Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank 
the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01201/images/0 
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Early Life 
 
 

 
Excerpt of an Article from The Florida Alligator​ 

In February 1941, Wilbur served as a sergeant in the University of Florida ROTC’s Company B, 1st 
Battalion and helped launch the annual Military Ball weekend, an event organized jointly by the ROTC 
and the Inter-Fraternity Conference. 

En février 1941, Wilbur, alors sergent au sein de la Compagnie B du 1er bataillon du programme 
ROTC de l'université de Floride, a contribué à l'organisation du week-end annuel du Bal militaire, un 
événement conjointement organisé par le ROTC et l'Inter-Fraternity Conference. 

“IFC, ROTC Settle Differences On Ball Weekend; Start Ball Rolling,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), February 8, 
1941, University of Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. 
We wish to thank the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01204/images 
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Early Life 
 
 

 
Excerpt of an Article from The Florida Alligator​ 

Thanks to his military skills and leadership abilities in the University of Florida’s ROTC program, 
Wilbur was honored at the “President’s Parade” in May 1941. 
 
Grâce à ses compétences militaires et à son esprit de commandement au sein du programme ROTC 
de l'université de Floride, Wilbur a reçu une distinction lors de la « President’s Parade » en mai 1941. 
 
“Over 100 ROTC Awards Given At Annual President’s Parade,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), May 3, 1941, 
University of Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We 
wish to thank the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01227/zoom/1 
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Early Life 
 

​
1941 University of Florida Yearbook 

In 1941, Wilbur was a Junior at the University of Florida in Gainesville, FL. He appeared in the 
Yearbook, the third portrait from the left, second row.  

En 1941, Wilbur était en troisième année à l'université de Floride, à Gainesville (Floride). Il figure 
dans l'album de fin d'année, troisième photo à partir de la gauche, au deuxième rang. 
“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestery.com, accessed May 28, 2026, entry for Wilbur 
Nutting 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b065351-00077?ssrc=&usePUB=true&pId=24606
4280 
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Early Life 
 

​ ​ ​
Article from The Florida Alligator​​  

Recognizing his leadership and military promise, the University of Florida ROTC selected Wilbur in 
September 1941 as regimental register aide, one of several acting officer appointments designed to 
prepare cadets for future command roles. 

Reconnaissant ses qualités de meneur et son potentiel militaire, Wilbur devint aide de camp du 
régiment dans le cadre du programme de ROTC de l'Université de Floride. C’était  l'une des 
nombreuses fonctions d'officier par intérim destinées à préparer les cadets à assumer de futures 
responsabilités de commandement. 

“Infantry Gets Acting Officer Appointments,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), September 17, 1941, University of 
Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank 
the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01243/images 
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Early Life 
 

Tampans Get R.O.T.C. Posts at Florida U. 
_______ 

W.E.(sic) Nutting of Orlando Wins Rank of Acting Regimental 
Commander 

________ 
Gainesville, Sept 18 (AP). University of Florida military officials today conferred the 
rank of acting regimental commander, R.O.T.C. infantry regiment, on W. E.(sic) Nutting 
of Orlando.​
  Col. S.R. Hopkins, Commander, made the announcement on the recommendation of 
Lieut. Col. D.P. Yuell, Officer in charge of the infantry. 
Temporary appointments to the top rank in the regiment - which six hundred of the 1900 
students enrolled for basic military training - were made during organization of the unit. 
Appointments in the artillery regiments will be made later this week. 
  Nuting will retain command of the Infantry Regiment during the semester. Permanent 
appointments in both regiments will be made at the beginning of next semester. 
  Other top officers announced (all temporary posts) are: Sam Register, Tallahassee, 
acting executive officer; H.C. Parham, Tampa, acting battalion commander; Homer E. 
Still, Jacksonville, adjutant; Peter Frierson, New Port Richey, acting battalion 
commander; J.C. Dickman, Ruskin, adjutant.​
  Company commanders are A.P. Ellis, Chaires; Don G. Weiss, Jacksonville; G.T. Vass 
and J.T. Manning, Tampa; L.G. Mathews, Reddick; J.J. Dwyer, Hillside, N. J., and W.T. 
Butler, Camilla, Ga. 

Transcription from an article from the Tampa Bay Tribune 

In September 1941, military officials selected Wilbur as acting commander of the university’s 600-man 
ROTC infantry regiment, placing him in the highest temporary leadership position and entrusting him 
with command of the regiment for the semester. 

En septembre 1941, les autorités militaires ont nommé Wilbur commandant par intérim du régiment 
d'infanterie du ROTC de l'université, fort de 600 hommes, lui confiant ainsi le poste de 
commandement temporaire le plus élevé et le commandement du régiment pour la durée du 
semestre. 

“Tampans Get ROTC Posts at Florida U.,” Tampa Bay Tribune (Tampa, FL), September 18, 1941, Newspapers.com. 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/333006059/ 
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Article from The Florida Alligator 

In 1941, Wilbur served as Alpha Kappa Psi’s treasurer, reflecting his active involvement in campus 
organizations beyond the ROTC. 
 
En 1941, Wilbur a occupé le poste de trésorier de l'Alpha Kappa Psi, ce qui témoigne de son 
engagement actif au sein d'associations universitaires au-delà du ROTC.   
 
“Alpha Kappa Psi Plans Big Year,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), September 24, 1941, University of Florida Digital 
Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF 
librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01245/images 
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OFFICERS NAMED FOR 
FLORIDA R.O.T.C. 

_______________________ 
GAINESVILLE, Fla., Jan. 26 - 
(/P) - Six additional major cadet corps 
appointments have been announced by Col. S.R. 
Hopkins, commandant of the University of 
Florida R.O.T.C. 
  Named cadet colonels were David W. Bridges, 
Orlando, commanding first artillery regiment; 
Ted Covington, Jr., Plant City, commanding 
second field artillery, and Wilbur F. Nutting, 
Orlando, commanding [third] infantry regiment. 
  Appointed Lieutenant colonels and executive 
officers of their regiments were Oliver M. Carter, 
Jr., Baghdad, First field artillery; Ralph H. 
Martin, Wilwood, second field artillery, and John 
T. Manning, Tampa, infantry. 
  Norman H. Wheelock of Miami recently was 
named cadet colonel commanding the corps. 

 
Transcription from an article from the Jacksonville Journal 

In January 1942, the University of Florida ROTC appointed Wilbur to the rank of cadet colonel and 
placed him in command of an infantry regiment, recognizing his leadership and military abilities.  

En janvier 1942, le programme ROTC de l'université de Floride nomma Wilbur au grade de colonel 
de cadets et lui confia le commandement d'un régiment d'infanterie, reconnaissant ainsi ses qualités 
de dirigeant et ses compétences militaires. 

“Officers Named For Florida ROTC,” Jacksonville Journal (Jacksonville, FL), January 26, 1942, Newspapers.com 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1268991500/ 
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MAJOR CADETS FOR FLORIDA'S ROTC  
 

Picture 
 

Here are the seven young men just appointed to the major cadet 
posts in the ROTC at the University of Florida. Seated, left to 
right: Norman R. Wheelock, Miami, cadet colonel in command 
of the entire corps; David W. Bridges, Orlando colonel 
commanding the first field artillery regiment; Edmund B. 
Covington, Plant City, colonel commanding the second field 
artillery regiment; Wilbur F. Nutting, Orlando, colonel 
commanding the infantry regiment. Standing, left to right: the 
three regimental executive officers, each with the rank of 
lieutenant colonel; Oliver M. Carter, Bagdad, first field 
artillery; Ralph H. Martin, Wildwood, second field artillery, 
and John T. Manning, Tampa, infantry regiment.  

 
 

Article from The Daytona Beach News-Journal 
In early 1942, the University of Florida selected Wilbur as Cadet Colonel of the infantry regiment, 
placing him among the seven senior cadets chosen to lead the school's ROTC units. A photograph 
illustrated the announcement with Wilbur sitting in the front row, first from the right.  

Début 1942, l'université de Floride nomma Wilbur colonel des cadets du régiment d'infanterie, le 
plaçant ainsi parmi les sept cadets les plus anciens choisis pour diriger les unités du ROTC de 
l'établissement. Une photographie accompagnait cette annonce, sur laquelle on voyait Wilbur assis 
au premier rang, premier à droite. 

“Major Cadets For Florida’s ROTC,” The Daytona Beach News-Journal (Daytona Beach, FL), January 30, 1942, 
Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1236974553/ 
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Advisory War Unit Is Named 

_______ 

Will Study Proposed Physical Fitness Plan​
_________ 

By ELEANOR CROM 

  UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, GAINESVILLE, Feb. 7 
— (Special) — Preparations for war emergency defense 
on the campus jumped ahead this week, after a brief 
holiday and registration which [m]arked the end of the 
first semester and the beginning of a new period.​
  Appointment of a student advisory war council was 
announced early in the week by Charlie Sherman, Avon 
Park, student body president.​
  Its first move was to make a series of recommendations 
to the faculty regarding the physical fitness program soon 
to be inaugurated. A joint meeting will be held with the 
faculty Wednesday. 

Council Members 

  Council members, in addition to Sherman, who is 
chairman, are John Cotton Brown, Miami, editor of the 
Florida Alligator; Ralph Martin, Wildwood, chancellor of 
the honor court;  

William Norman, Gainesville, secretary-treasurer of the 
student government; Homer Hooks, Clermont, and Homer 
Still, Jacksonville, members of the president's cabinet; 
conference; K C Treadwell, Gainesville, assistant 
secretary of the interior; Tom Wakefield, Miami, and 
Ralph Engle, Jr., Coral Gables.​
Bill Robinson, Orlando, athletic council president; Wilbur 
Nutting, Orlando, head of student emergency defense of 
the dormitories; Clem Croft, Jr., Bradenton, vice president 
of the inter-fraternity ​
  An open forum will be held Monday night under the 
sponsorship of Tau Alpha Alpha, national honor speech 
fraternity, at which both students and faculty will air their 
views on what physical fitness training should include. 

First Aid Classes Set 

  Next week will see the opening of first aid and property 
protection classes for dormitory students. Evacuation 
plans for the dormitories in case of emergency, are also 
being perfected under Nutting.​
  Prof. B. J. H. Cotte, chief registrar for the selective 
service registration at the university, began signing up 
students this afternoon under the new law which includes 
boys 20 years of age. Students are being permitted to enter 
either Gainesville or their home towns as their place of 
residence. Faculty members are assigned with the 
registration, which is expected to be completed Monday. 

 
Transcription excerpt from The Tampa Bay Tribune 

In February 1942, Wilbur took an active role in the University of Florida’s wartime preparedness 
efforts, serving on a student advisory council that helped develop a campus physical fitness program 
and other civil defense initiatives.  

En février 1942, Wilbur a joué un rôle actif dans les efforts de préparation à la guerre menés par 
l'université de Floride, en siégeant au sein d'un conseil consultatif étudiant chargé de mettre en place 
un programme de condition physique sur le campus ainsi que d'autres initiatives de défense civile. 

“Advisory War Unit is Named,” Tampa Bay Tribune (Tampa, FL), February 8, 1942, Newspapers.com 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/327645521/ 
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Article from The Florida Alligator 
In February 1942, Cadet Colonel Wilbur Nutting escorted Barbara Morrison from Clewiston to the 
Florida’s annual Military Ball dances and Parade. 
 
En février 1942, le colonel de réserve Wilbur Nutting a accompagné Barbara Morrison de Clewiston 
au bal militaire annuel et au défilé de Floride. 
 
“Bevy Of Lovelies Are Sponsors At Ball, Parade,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), February, 27,1942, University of 
Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank 
the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01273/images 
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Picture 

 

GOVERNOR INSPECTS ROTC AT UNIVERSITY OF 
FLORIDA 

Governor Spessard L. Holland, himself a veteran of the First World War, 
reviews a guard of honor at the University of Florida, where nearly 1,600 
students are currently engaged in basic ROTC and military activities. He is 
escorted here by Cadet Col. Wilbur F. Nutting of Orlando. 

 

 
 
 
 

Article from The Florida Times-Union 

In March 1942, Cadet Colonel Wilbur Nutting escorted Florida Governor Spessard Holland, a World 
War I veteran, during a review of the University of Florida’s honor guard. At the time, 1,600 students 
participated in ROTC training and other military activities. A picture of Wilbur walking with the 
governor illustrated this article. 

En mars 1942, le colonel de réserve Wilbur Nutting a escorté le gouverneur de Floride Spessard 
Holland, un ancien combattant de la Première Guerre mondiale, lors d'une revue de la garde 
d'honneur de l'université de Floride. À l'époque, 1 600 étudiants participaient à la formation du ROTC 
et à d'autres activités militaires. Une photo de Wilbur marchant aux côtés du gouverneur illustrait cet 
article. 

“Governor Inspects ROTC at University of Florida,” The Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville, FL), Mar 23, 1942, 
Newspapers.com 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1258953501/ 
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1942 University of Florida Yearbook 

The 1942 University of Florida yearbook included a section dedicated to the Army ROTC program. 
Wilbur appeared in several photos, highlighting his leadership position within the program. On this 
page, Wilbur can be seen in the lower-right photograph.  

L'annuaire de 1942 de l'université de Floride comprenait une section consacrée au programme 
ROTC de l'armée. Wilbur figurait sur plusieurs photos, ce qui mettait en évidence son rôle de leader 
au sein du programme. Sur cette page, on peut voir Wilbur sur la photo en bas à droite. 

“ROTC,” database, UF Yearbooks Seminole, Special & Area Studies Collections Department, University of Florida Digital 
Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF 
librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/212 
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1942 University of Florida Yearbook 

The upper-left photograph shows Wilbur, serving as Cadet Colonel, standing for an official military 
review.  

La photo en haut à gauche montre Wilbur, colonel des cadets, debout lors d'une revue militaire 
officielle. 

“P.M.S.& T.,” database, UF Yearbooks Seminole, Special & Area Studies Collections Department, University of Florida 
Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF 
librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/215 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  

28​
 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/215
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Early Life 
 

 

1942 University of Florida Yearbook 
 
In his senior year at the University of Florida ROTC program, Wilbur, pictured at the top, served as 
Cadet Colonel and Commander of the 1st Infantry Regiment. For official military and social events, 
Barbara Morrison accompanied him as his official date.  

Au cours de sa dernière année au sein du programme ROTC de l'université de Floride, Wilbur, que 
l'on voit sur la photo du haut, a occupé les fonctions de colonel des cadets et de commandant du 1er 
régiment d'infanterie. Lors des événements militaires et mondains officiels, Barbara Morrison 
l'accompagnait en tant que cavalière officielle. 

“Senior Class of the University of Florida,” database, UF Yearbooks Seminole, Special & Area Studies Collections 
Department, University of Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur 
Nutting. We wish to thank the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/220 
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1942 University of Florida Yearbook 
The 1942 University of Florida yearbook listed Wilbur (pictured fourth from the right, second row) as 
Treasurer of the Alpha Kappa Psi professional business fraternity, reflecting his active involvement in 
campus leadership and student organizations beyond his prominent role in the ROTC program. 

L'annuaire de l'Université de Floride de 1942 mentionnait Wilbur comme trésorier de la fraternité 
professionnelle Alpha Kappa Psi (quatrième à partir de la droite sur la deuxième rangée), ce qui 
témoigne de son engagement actif dans la vie associative du campus et au sein des organisations 
étudiantes, au-delà de son rôle de premier plan au sein du programme ROTC. 

“Alpha Kappa Psi,” database, UF Yearbooks Seminole, Special & Area Studies Collections Department, University of 
Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank 
the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/234 
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1942 University of Florida Yearbook 

In May 1942, Wilbur graduated from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration. 

En mai 1942, Wilbur a obtenu une licence en administration des affaires à l'université de Floride. 
“Senior Class of the University of Florida,” database, UF Yearbooks Seminole, Special & Area Studies Collections 
Department, University of Florida Digital Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur 
Nutting. We wish to thank the UF librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022765/00033/images/58  
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Orlando High Alumni Given 
Degrees 

By Charles Campbell 
   At the University of Florida in Gainesville 
on May 25, several Orlando High School 
alumni received their degrees.​
   Herbert Arbrey Smith Jr. obtained a 
Master of Science in Agriculture while 
Charles High Brokaw and Edgard H. 
Greenland received a Bachelor of Science 
in Agriculture.​
   David William Bridges was awarded a 
Bachelor of Science degree. Charlie Roy 
Barmgardner,Wilbur Frankling [sic] Nutting, 
and Henry Irvin Wells were given a B.S. in 
Business Administration.​
   William Bryan Robinson received his B.A. 
in education and William I. Richards Jr. 
gained a Bachelor of Industrial Engineering.​
   On the executive committee were two 
Orlando boys already mentioned. Bill 
Bridges and Charlie Brokaw supervised the 
cap and gown department.  
 

 
 

Transcription of an article from The Orlando Evening Star 

In May 1942, the Orlando Evening Star highlighted Wilbur as one of the Orlando High School alumni 
for his graduation from the University of Florida. When Orlando opened 2 new high schools in 1952, 
Wilbur’s school became Howard Middle School. 

En mai 1942, le Orlando Evening Star a mis Wilbur à l'honneur parmi les anciens élèves du lycée 
d'Orlando à l'occasion de l'obtention de son diplôme à l'Université de Floride. Lorsque la ville 
d'Orlando a ouvert deux nouveaux lycées en 1952, l'établissement de Wilbur est devenu le collège 
Howard. 

Charles Campbell, “Orlando High Alumni Given Degrees,” The Orlando Evening Star (Orlando, FL), May 29, 1942, 
Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/340916149/ 
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US, Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958  

In July 1942, Wilbur appeared on the muster roll of the General Service Unit, Seventh Reserve 
District, as Second Lieutenant.  

En juillet 1942, Wilbur figurait sur la liste d'appel de l'Unité des services généraux du 7e district de 
réserve, en qualité de sous-lieutenant. 

“US, Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed on May 31, 2026), entry Wilbur 
Nutting.   
 
https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/658577745/nutting-wilbur-f-us-marine-corps-muster-rolls-1798-1958?terms=nutting%2C
wilbur 
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Article from The Florida Alligator 

In March 1943, less than a year after his graduation, while Lt. Wilbur Nutting was stationed at Camp 
Wheeler, GA, he attended his first UF class reunion. 

En mars 1943, moins d'un an après avoir obtenu son diplôme, alors qu'il était en poste à Camp 
Wheeler (Géorgie), le lieutenant Wilbur Nutting a assisté à sa première réunion d'anciens élèves de 
l'Université de Floride. 

“Army Alumni Hold Class’42 Reunion,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), March 26, 1943, University of Florida Digital 
Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF 
librarians for their assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01305/zoom/2 
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Short.. Stories 
…. 
First Lt. Wilbur F. Nutting came home Sunday 
for a few hours to visit with his father, Thomas 
C. Nutting. His furlough, however, required his 
almost immediate return to Blanding.  
…. 

 
Transcription of an article from The Orlando Evening Star 

At the end of June 1943, Wilbur visited his father in Orlando, but quickly returned to Camp Blanding, 
in Starke, FL, where he was likely stationed at the time.  

À la fin du mois de juin 1943, Wilbur rendit visite à son père à Orlando, mais il retourna rapidement 
au Camp Blanding, à Starke, en Floride, où il était probablement en poste à cette époque. 

“Short…Stories,” The Orlando Evening Star (Orlando, FL), June 28, 1943, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/340893056/ 
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Florida Officers Promoted by the Army 
Washington [AP] The War Department yesterday announced the 
following temporary promotion of officers, and orders directing 
newly appointed officers to proceed from their homes for active 
duty: Florida - 
 Captain to Major. 
  Key West - Julian Richard Lacedonia. Inf., 412 Eaton St. 
  Live Oak - Ralph Hubert Cox, A. box 505. 
 First Lt to Capt. 
  Arcadia - Chesterfield Harvey Smith, FA, 420 E. Hickory St. 
  Jacksonville - James Cureton Lanier, Jr. MC, 3654 Pine St. 
  Miami Beach - Donald Edward Baruch, AC, 18 S. Di Lido 
Island. 
  Orlando - Wilbur Franklin Nutting, Inf., 1214 Minnesota Ave. 
  Pensacola - John Irvin Gard, QMC, 1700 W. Peterson St. 
  Plant City - Eldridge Clair Dudley, Inf., 1041 W. Reynolds St. 
 Second Lt. to 1st Lt. 
  Greenville - Charles Nobert Fagan, Jr. AC. 
 Ordered to active duty. 
  Daytona Beach - Neill Orlando Crosslin, 1st Lt., MC. 

Transcription of an article from The Orlando Sentinel 
The War Department promoted Wilbur from First Lieutenant to Captain on June 12, 1944. 

Le 12 juin 1944, le ministère de la Guerre a promu Wilbur du grade de lieutenant au grade de 
capitaine. 

“Florida Officers Promoted by Army” The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, FL), June 13, 1944, Newspapers.com.​
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/340805057/ 
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Alphabetical Roster of the  63rd Infantry Division 
The Unit history of the 63rd Infantry Division listed Wilbur Nutting on the division roster, including his 
rank as Captain, his B Company, and his 254th Infantry Regiment. Before his name, it noted he was 
killed in Action (KIA).  

L'histoire de la 63e division d'infanterie mentionne Wilbur Nutting parmi les effectifs de la division, en 
précisant son grade de capitaine et son appartenance à la compagnie B du 254e régiment 
d'infanterie. Devant son nom, il est indiqué qu'il a été tué au combat (KIA). 

“Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945, ” Database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 31, 2026), entry for 
Wilbur Nutting. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/296507068/0003-complete-alphabetical-roster-of-division-personnel-page-709-unit-history-u
s-63rd-infantry-divis?terms=nutting%2Cwilbur 
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Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945  

In the 63rd Infantry Division's history, Wilbur appeared among the casualties of the 254th Infantry 
Regiment. The list showed his rank of Captain, his service number O462658, his company B, and his 
date of death, January 17, 1945. 

Dans l'histoire de la 63e division d'infanterie, Wilbur figurait parmi les victimes du 254e régiment 
d'infanterie. La liste indiquait son grade de capitaine, son matricule O462658, sa compagnie (la B) et 
la date de son décès, le 17 janvier 1945. 

“Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945, ” Database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 31, 2026), entry for 
Wilbur Nutting.​
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/306360274/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-9-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-
division-1943-1945 
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​
Silver Star Awards 

Captain Wilbur Franklin Nutting was posthumously awarded the Silver Star. The 63rd Infantry 
Division's history listed him among the few other men who received this award. This is the 
third-highest award for valor in combat. 
​
Le capitaine Wilbur Franklin Nutting s'est vu décerner à titre posthume la Silver Star. L'histoire de la 
63e division d'infanterie le mentionne parmi les rares autres hommes à avoir reçu cette distinction. Il 
s'agit de la troisième plus haute distinction pour bravoure au combat. 
 
“Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945, ” Database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 31, 2026), entry for 
Wilbur Nutting.​
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/296440748/0002-a-63rd-infantry-division-chronicles-part-iii-page-59-unit-history-us-63rd-infa
ntry-division-194 
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His Silver Star citation: The President of the United States 
of America, authorized by Act of Congress July 9, 1918, 
takes pride in presenting the Silver Star (Posthumously) to 
Captain (Infantry) Wilbur F. Nutting (ASN: 0-462658), 
United States Army, for gallantry in action while serving 
with Company B, 254th Infantry Regiment, 63d Infantry 
Division, in action on 17 January 1945, in the vicinity of 
Sigolsheim, Germany. Accompanied by a squad of men, 
Captain Nutting was inspecting the company's position. 
Hearing a firefight at one of the outposts, he immediately 
raced to the position and encountered four enemies. Leading 
the squad, he engaged the enemy, killing one and capturing 
the remaining three. After placing his men in a building and 
directing their fire upon the enemy from an exposed 
position, he was killed by enemy artillery. The gallant action 
and outstanding devotion to duty displayed by Captain 
Nutting reflect the highest credit upon himself and upon the 
Armed Forces of the United States.  

Silver Star Citation 
Captain Wilbur F. Nutting was posthumously awarded the Silver Star for his gallantry near Sigolsheim 
on 17 January 1945, where he led his men against enemy forces. The statement provides details 
about the circumstances of his death.  

Le capitaine Wilbur F. Nutting a reçu à titre posthume la Silver Star pour son courage près de 
Sigolsheim, le 17 janvier 1945, où il a mené ses hommes au combat contre les forces ennemies. Sa 
citation apporte des précisions sur les circonstances de son décès.  

“Nutting, Wilbur F.,” database, American War Memorials Overseas, (American War Memorials Overseas.org: accessed 
May 31, 2026), entry for Wilbur Nutting. 
 
https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/people_details.php?PeopleID=4654 
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Capt. W. T. Nutting Killed in Action ​
On French Front 

  Capt. Wilbur T. [Bill] Nutting, son of Mrs. Dale F. Nutting, 1412 
Minnesota Ave., and former well-known athlete at Orlando High 
School and the University of Florida, met his death on Jan. 7 [sic] 
while leading his company in action in France, according to word 
received Wednesday by his mother from the War Department. ​
  Capt. Nutting was 26 years old, having graduated from Orlando 
High School in 1938 and from University of Florida in 1942. He 
enlisted immediately following his college graduation. In college 
he was cadet colonel of the ROTC, and had been a member of the 
Florida National Guard since 1934 and clerk to Maj. Robert Davis. 
During his vacations, Capt. Nutting worked in the city engineer’s 
office at city hall and was widely and popularly known throughout 
the city. 
His last furlough, spent with his mother in Orlando, terminated on 
Oct. 19 last, the date of Orlando’s hurricane. He left immediately 
for overseas. Mrs. Nutting received a chatty letter from the captain 
just four hours before the War Department telegram arrived, 
advising her of his death in action.  

 
Transcription from the Orlando Sentinel 

On February 2, 1945, the Orlando Sentinel published Wilbur’s obituary, indicating a wrong date of 
death (Jan 7 instead of Jan 17). It traced his student and military path and noted that his mother had 
received a letter from him just a few hours before she received the telegram announcing his death. 

Le 2 février 1945, le Orlando Sentinel a publié la nécrologie de Wilbur, en indiquant une date de 
décès erronée (le 7 janvier au lieu du 17 janvier). L'article retraçait son parcours scolaire et militaire et 
précisait que sa mère avait reçu une lettre de sa part quelques heures seulement avant de recevoir le 
télégramme annonçant son décès. 

“Capt W.T. Nutting Killed in Action On French Front,” The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, FL), February 2, 1945, 
Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/340798024/ 
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Except from an article from The Florida Alligator 
On March 16, 1945, the Florida Alligator also announced Wilbur’s death to the Gainesville community. 
Possibly using the same information as the Orlando newspaper’s staff, it also provided his death date 
as January 7 and not January 17. 

Le 16 mars 1945, le Florida Alligator a également annoncé le décès de Wilbur à la population de 
Gainesville. S'appuyant peut-être sur les mêmes informations que la rédaction du journal d'Orlando, il 
indiquait lui aussi que la date de son décès était le 7 janvier et non le 17 janvier. 

“Alumini in Action,” The Florida Alligator (Gainesville, FL), March 16, 1945, University of Florida Digital Collection, George 
A. Smathers Libraries, accessed May 30, 2026, entry Wilbur Nutting. We wish to thank the UF librarians for their 
assistance in telling Wilbur Nutting's story.  
 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028291/01375/zoom/2 
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​

1945 Florida Census 
In the 1945 state census, Elsie reported the family's information to the census taker. Although she 
included Wilbur in the household record, she indicated that he had died during his military service 
"deceased A.” Her husband was also missing from the record.  
 
Lors du recensement de l'État de Floride de 1945, Elsie a fourni au recenseur les informations 
relatives à sa famille. Bien qu'elle ait inscrit Wilbur dans le registre du foyer, elle a précisé qu'il était 
décédé pendant son service militaire : « Deceased A. ». Son mari ne figurait pas non plus dans le 
registre.  
 
"Florida, State Census, 1945," database FamilySearch (Familysearch.com: accessed May 28, 2026), entry for Wilbur 
Nutting. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MNFR-QKS?lang=en 
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Mr. Thomas C. Nutting 
  Mr. Thomas Clifton Nutting, 60, died Friday evening after a 
long illness. Private funeral services were held from the Carey 
Hand chapel Tuesday afternoon at 2:00 with the Rev. Dean 
Melville Johnson officiating. 

 
Transcription from the Orlando Evening Star 

 
In October 1945, Thomas Clifton Nutting, Wilbur‘s father, passed away after a long illness. 
 
En octobre 1945, Thomas Clifton Nutting, le père de Wilbur, est décédé des suites d'une longue 
maladie. 
 
“Mr. Thomas C. Nutting,” The Orlando Evening Star (Orlando, FL), October 30, 1945, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/orlando-evening-star/199226509/ 
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Funeral Home Record                                    

Thomas Clifton Nutting's cremation card indicates that Wilbur's father passed away on October 29, 
1945, at the Chattahoochee State Hospital, the only state mental institution in Florida at the time.  
 
La carte de crémation de Thomas Clifton Nutting indique que le père de Wilbur est décédé le 29 
octobre 1945 à l'hôpital d'État de Chattahoochee, le seul établissement psychiatrique public de 
Floride à l'époque.  
UCF Stars, Carey Hand Funeral Home, Caret Hand Undertaker's Memoranda 1945, in the UCF Stars Digital collection, 
entry Thomas Clifton Nutting, accessed June 10, 2026, https://stars.library.ucf.edu/cfm-ch-memoranda-1945/493/ 
 
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/cfm-ch-memoranda-1945/493/ 
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​
US, WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List, 1946  

On the casualty list, organized by State and County, Wilbur Nutting appeared under Orange County, 
FL with his rank, his service number, and KIA for killed In Action. 

Sur la liste des victimes, classée par État et comté, Wilbur Nutting figurait sous la rubrique « Comté 
d'Orange, Floride », avec son grade, son matricule et la mention « KIA » (tué au combat). 

“US, WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List, 1946,” database, Fold3 (Fold3.com: accessed May 31, 2026), entry 
Wilbur Nutting. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/299332631/nutting-wilbur-f-us-wwii-army-and-army-air-force-casualty-list-1946 
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National Cemetery Interment Control Forms 

On April 15, 1948, Wilbur's remains journeyed from Epinal American Cemetery to Long Island 
National Cemetery, NY. His mother, Elsie, decided to have Wilbur brought home as part of the WWII 
Return of the Dead Program. The cemetery superintendent ordered his headstone with a Latin cross 
engraved on it. 

Le 15 avril 1948, la dépouille de Wilbur a été transférée du cimetière américain d'Épinal au cimetière 
national de Long Island (New York). Sa mère, Elsie, avait décidé de le faire rapatrier dans le cadre du 
programme de rapatriement des dépouilles mortelles de la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Le 
responsable du cimetière a commandé une pierre tombale sur laquelle était gravée une croix latine.​
​
“U.S., National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, 1928-1962, ” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed May 31, 
2026), entry Wilbur Nutting. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_0475-03204?ssrc=&usePUB=true&p
Id=1631149 
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​
Headstone 

Captain Wilbur Nutting’s grave at the Long Island National Cemetery, NY. 
 
La tombe du capitaine Wilbur Nutting au cimetière national de Long Island (New York). 

 
“Wilbur F. Nutting”, Photo, Find A Grave (FindaGrave.com: accessed June 10, 2026), entry for Wilbur Nutting, New York. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/2772736/wilbur-franklin-nutting 
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1950 Federal Census 

In 1950, Elsie Nutting, Wilbur’s mother, was a widow living alone in Orlando, FL.   

En 1950, Elsie Nutting, la mère de Wilbur, était veuve et vivait seule à Orlando (Floride). 

"United States, Census, 1950," database Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 28, 2026), entry for Elsie Nutting. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62308/images/43290879-Florida-059392-0006?ssrc=&usePUB=true&p
Id=80500372 
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By FAYE HOFFER​
Sentinel Staff 

   Deeds recorded the past week at the circuit court clerk’s office 
totaled $3,683,550, a slight increase over last week’s total of 
$3,236,100. 
   Transactions for $10,000 or more were recorded as follows: 
…..  
   Robert L. Newbold and wife to Elsie T. Nutting, $11,000, 
Hillcrest Heights 
……. 

 
Except from an article from The Orlando Sentinel 

 
In 1959, Elsie Nutting sold her house in Hillcrest Heights, downtown Orlando, FL. 
 
En 1959, Elsie Nutting a vendu sa maison située à Hillcrest Heights, dans le centre-ville d'Orlando 
(Floride). 

 
“County Deals $3.6 Million,” Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, FL), March 15, 1959, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/223348939/?match=1&clipping_id=198454349 
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Mrs. T. Nutting, 81, 2311 Mussekwhite Ave., 
died Wednesday. 
  A native of Massachusetts, she came to 
Orlando 45 years ago. She was a Baptist. 
Survivors: Sister, Mrs. Florence Bauer, 
Atlantic City, N.J.; and cousin, Richard Trucer, 
Toledo, Ohio. 
  W. Guy Black Home for Funerals. 

 
Obituary 

On November 29, 1972, Elsie Nutting, aged 81, passed away in Orlando, FL.  
 
Le 29 novembre 1972, Elsie Nutting, est décédée à Orlando (Floride), à l'âge de 81 ans.  
 
“Mrs. Elsie T. Nutting,” Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, FL), December 1, 1972, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/225395569/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
​ ​ ​                                                                   
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Memorial Plaque 

The village of Sigolsheim honored Wilbur’s memory by naming a bridge after him near the place 
where he was killed. The commemorative plaque, however, contains an error: it identifies him as a 
member of the 28th Infantry Division, whereas he actually served with the 254th Infantry Regiment of 
the 63rd Infantry Division. 

Le village de Sigolsheim a rendu hommage à Wilbur en donnant son nom à un pont situé près de 
l'endroit où il a trouvé la mort. La plaque commémorative comporte toutefois une erreur : elle 
l'identifie comme membre de la 28e division d'infanterie, alors qu'il a servi au sein du 254e régiment 
d'infanterie de la 63e division d'infanterie. 

“Wilbur F. Nutting”, Photo, Find A Grave (FindaGrave.com: accessed June 10, 2026), entry for Wilbur Nutting, New York. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/2772736/wilbur_franklin-nutting/photo#view-photo=131167028 
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Orange County Florida Veterans Memorial  

In 1997 the Orange County Board of Commissioners dedicated this memorial to Veterans. It sits on 
Livingston Ave. in the shadow of the Orange County Courthouse and less than a mile from Wilbur’s 
high school.  

En 1997, le Conseil des commissaires du comté d'Orange a inauguré ce mémorial en l'honneur des 
anciens combattants. Il se trouve sur Livingston Avenue, à proximité du palais de justice du comté 
d'Orange et à moins d'un kilomètre et demi du lycée de Wilbur. 

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Amelia Lyons.  
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Orange County Florida Veterans Memorial  

This detail from the back of the memorial shows Captain Wilbur F. Nutting, tenth from the top of the 
list of Orange County Florida World War II Veterans.  

Ce détail de la face arrière du mémorial montre le capitaine Wilbur F. Nutting, dixième à partir du haut 
de la liste des vétérans de la Seconde Guerre mondiale du comté d'Orange, en Floride.  

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Amelia Lyons.  
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Central Florida Veterans Memorial Park 

On November 11, 2013, Central Florida dedicated a memorial honoring approximately 1,200 veterans 
from Orange, Lake, Osceola, Seminole, Brevard, and Volusia counties who made the ultimate 
sacrifice and never returned home. Among the names inscribed on the memorial is Wilbur's, 
commemorated alongside the fallen servicemen of World War II.  

Le 11 novembre 2013, la région de Floride centrale a inauguré un mémorial en l'honneur d'environ    
1 200 anciens combattants des comtés d'Orange, de Lake, d'Osceola, de Seminole, de Brevard et de 
Volusia qui ont fait le sacrifice ultime et ne sont jamais rentrés chez eux. Parmi les noms inscrits sur 
le mémorial figure celui de Wilbur, commémoré aux côtés des militaires tombés au combat pendant la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale. 

“Nutting,” database, Central Florida Veteran Memorial Park, (https://www.veteransmemoriallakenona.org/ accessed June 
10, 2026), entry Nutting. 

https://www.veteransmemoriallakenona.org/?post_type=veteran&s=nutting&war=world-war-ii&branch=&wall= 
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