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This Florida France Soldier Stories (FFSS) source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US
Army soldier who served in Eastern France during World War Il. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar
Pocket preserves some of his personal items in its unique archival collection.

In this ongoing partnership, UCF history students conduct research as part of the FFSS project to assist the dedicated
staff at the Museum. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors connect with the events of the war and the
individuals who lived them—bridging the distance between past and present and between the US and France.

Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We
have provided links and text excerpts but have not reproduced the images. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos.
Again, we have provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission.
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1900 Federal Census

In 1900, James’ father, John, lived in Baltimore, MD, with James’ grandparents, James and Mary, and
their 3 other children. John’s father worked as a wallpaper installer.

En 1900, le pére de James, John, vivait a Baltimore (Maryland), avec les grands-parents de James,
James et Mary, ainsi que leurs 3 autres enfants. Le pére de John était poseur de papier peint.

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 19, 2026), entry for John
Huggins, Baltimore, Maryland.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7602/records/75257723?tid=&pid=&queryld=a2646bbb-42{6-43cf-9877-ef 7 7f

cf64425& phsrc=pGu156&_phstart=successSource

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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World War | Draft Registration Card (Front)

The World War | draft card for John Huggins, James’ father, indicated that he lived in Baltimore, MD,
worked as a wallpaper installer, and claimed exemption from the draft due to blindness in his left eye.

La fiche de recensement de John Huggins, le pére de James, datant de la Premiere Guerre
mondiale, indiquait qu'il résidait a Baltimore (Maryland), qu'il travaillait comme poseur de papier peint
et qu'il avait demandé a étre exempté du service militaire en raison d'une cécité de I'ceil gauche.

“U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed November 4,

2025), entry for John Henry Huggins, Baltimore City, Maryland.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/10054972?tid=&

4a2634eed& phsrc=XIj31& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/

id=&queryld=7c7241d2-2484-4c68-8cba-e14
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World War | Draft Reqistration Card (Back)

The back of John Huggins’ draft card provided a description of his physical appearance: medium
height and medium build, with light gray eyes and light brown hair. He registered on June 5, 1917.

Au dos de cette fiche figurait une description physique de John Huggins : il était de taille et de
corpulence moyennes, aux yeux gris clair et aux cheveux chéatains clairs. Il s'est fait enregistrer le 5
juin 1917.

“U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed November 4,
2025), entry for John Henry Huggins, Baltimore City, Maryland.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/10054972?tid=&pid=&queryld=7c7241d2-2484-4c68-8cba-e14
4a2634eed& phsrc=XIj31& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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1920 Federal Census

By 1920, James’ grandfather, also named James, a widower, owned his own home in Baltimore, MD,
where he lived with his 6 children. Louise McCollum lived in the home with her 3 children and worked
as the Huggins family housekeeper. 23-year-old John and his father both worked as wallpaper
hangers.

En 1920, le grand-pére de James, lui aussi prénommé James, était veuf et propriétaire de sa maison
a Baltimore (Maryland), ou il vivait avec ses 6 enfants, dont John, le futur pére de James. Louise
McCollum vivait aussi dans cette maison avec ses 3 enfants et travaillait comme gouvernante chez
les Huggins. John, 4gé de 23 ans, et son pére exergaient tous deux le métier de poseur de papier
peint.

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 18, 2026), entry for John
Huggins, Baltimore, Maryland.
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1930 Federal Census

In 1930, we see that John had married Rose, purchased a home in Baltimore, MD, and started a
family. 9-year-old James had a younger sister, Rose. John still worked as a wallpaper installer, and
his brother, Arthur, lived with the family, working in a bookstore.

En 1930, on constate que John avait épousé Rose, acheté une maison a Baltimore (Maryland), et
fondé une famille. James, agé de 9 ans, avait une petite sceur, Rose. John travaillait toujours comme
poseur de papier peint, et son frére, Arthur, vivait avec leur famille et travaillait dans une librairie.

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed November 4, 2025), entry for James
Huggins, Baltimore, Maryland.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/104764447 ?tid=&pid=&queryld=2989f4a0-ba93-470f-a12d-9ee

8121ad6ae& phsrc=pGu67&_phstart=successSource

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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1940 Federal Census

In 1940, 18-year-old James and his family still lived in the same house on Monroe Ave. they had lived
in for over a decade. He had 2 younger siblings, Rose and John F (Fred). After completing 4 years of
high school, James worked in the airplane industry as a draughtsman [draftsman], someone who
creates technical drawings and blueprints.

En 1940, James, alors agé de 18 ans, vivait toujours avec sa famille dans la méme maison, avenue
Monroe, ou ils habitaient depuis plus de dix ans. Il avait 2 fréres et sceurs plus jeunes, Rose et John
F. (Fred). Aprés avoir terminé ses quatre années de lycée, James a travaillé dans l'industrie
aeronautique en tant que dessinateur technique, chargé de réaliser des dessins et des plans
techniques.

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed November 4, 2025), entry for James
Huggins, Baltimore, Maryland.

www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2442/images/M-T0627-01527-006467rc
c6fbc02279ff&usePUB=true& phsrc=XIj7& phstart=successSource&pld=149832907.

For more information visit:
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REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after February 17, 1897 and on or before December 31, 1921)

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER
> . vy
T-T:.L.O__Q.g:-- -.—.3_&m&s_--_---_---_.._-_-Lnum_..-___lin.ﬁ.:tsxxé__-_ v 113 1)
(Middle)
2. PLACE OF RESIDENCE (Print)
Lo S\ N NONRO F ot . T PALS gLy M4, .
" (Number and street) (Town, township, village, or city) “~“(County) (State)

ITHE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]
8. MAILING ADDRESS

_loan N« MONROE ST.

[Mailing address if other than place indicated on line 2. 1f sam ert word same] ¥
== e
4, TELEPHONE 5. AGE IN YEARS 6. PLACE OF BIRTH
\j\ 25 Q Q | \35 ﬁ“‘b‘ >
DATE OF BIRTH fhow o= caunty
~ ;
maA_L.smn--__La‘L;J_,_ i Lo 19t M .
(Exchange) Number (Mo.)¥ (Day) 7 (¥r.) (State or oolmf.ry)

7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS

-  -.Quh.o‘_-ﬂa\cu‘c\w__\__cx_mtthm.)___-L_-__a_!-jl____mm M___--_&,A-:gg, ........

8. EMPLOYER’S NAM D ADDRESS
__%&.Qm.m, &--mmh___________m-__"_m‘ad.g&&mm_ﬁ il
9. PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS \
-~ \ | - \
e TV VL B (Vo S 0 ) ‘
(Number “and strest or R. F. §D number) (Town) (County) (State)

I Apriry THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

X ¢ -
D.S. 8. Form 1 * Gro  16—21630-1 w a i Vi 2O e
(Revised 1-142) (over) T . (Registrant’s )

World War Il Draft Registration Card (Front)

The front of James’ World War Il draft registration card indicated that he lived at 1021 North Monroe
Street in Baltimore, MD, the family home. He listed his mother, Rose Huggins, as his contact. He
worked for Glenn L. Martin, an aircraft and aerospace company that produced aircraft for the US
defense during WWII, known today as Lockheed Martin.

Au recto de la fiche d'enregistrement de conscription de James, datant de la Seconde Guerre
mondiale, il était indiqué qu'il résidait au 1021 North Monroe Street, a Baltimore (Maryland), la maison
familiale. Il avait désigné sa mére, Rose Huggins, comme contact d’urgence. |l travaillait pour Glenn
L. Martin, une entreprise aéronautique et spatiale, aujourd’hui connue sous le nom de Lockheed
Martin, qui fabriquait des avions pour le Service de la défense américaine pendant la Seconde

Guerre mondiale, “U.S., World War Il Draft Cards, Young Men, 1940-1947,” database Ancestry (ancestry.com:
Accessed November 4, 2025), Entry for James Louis, Baltimore, Maryland.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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REGISTRAR’S REPORT
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT
» (Approx.) (Approx.) COMPLEXION
White X b=k 150 Sallow
EYES HAIR * Light =
Negro Blue >(’ Blonde Ruddy ‘
Gray Red Dark

Oriental Hazel Brown [“>< | Freckled
. Brown Black Light brown
Indian Black Gray Dark brown

Bald Black
Filipino

Other obvious physioal chmcteristics that will aid in ldentlﬁcation._)}»__dz;\)

otoe ks Hacad (o3 0k)

I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that

all ol his Wh I have knowledge are true, except as follows:

(Signature of registrar)

Registrar for Local Board () e A 1 %\)—b \(“d. .

(Number) (City or county) (State)

Dateolregistration_éQ&J‘MM'ﬁ. o 31

octs
Bttimore City

[n}n" B lu Jil l[),u) -Vﬁ;‘s d
mmmem?i‘hx%&%ﬁ-&

(The stamp of the Loenl Board havin, ion of the
shall be placed in the abovo anm)

16—21630-1

World War |l Draft Registration Card (Back)

The back of James’ card provided a description of his physical appearance: white, with a light
complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, 6’2", 150 Ibs, and he had a scar on his left hand.

Au dos de la fiche de James figurait sa description physique : de type caucasien, il avait le teint clair,
les yeux bleus et les cheveux chéatains. Il mesurait 1,88 m, pesait 68 kg et avait une cicatrice a la
main gauche.

“U.S., World War Il Draft Cards, Young Men, 1940-1947,” database Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed November 4,
2025), entry for James Louis, Baltimore, Maryland.

For more information visit:
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REGISTRATION CAlD—(Mﬂ born on or after April 28, 1877 and on or before February 16, 1897)

{ SERIAL NUMBER | 1| NAMg (Print) ORDER NUMBER

69 . .
.-U LA IO}LL&WL LYY — Y L e E—
2. PrLace oy Rlnllll'ﬂ‘l (Print)

AORL Monrex 8. Pastimere,  Marghand

anrnhor and straat) Huwu Inwmhlﬁ villm nr Ml;) [LREATT S ) (Hiata)

[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL HOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGUISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL RE IDENTICAL|

8. MAILNG ADDRESS

" Nrsiling ,-i.'lr-a:- I!;_..il_a.'_r than place !u_ei_l!.“ﬁ- line 2. If sawe lnnrt word samel )

4, TELEFHONE B AGR IN YRARS | 6 Prace or Biwtm

Yo | 22adbionona. (a

Date o Binta (Town ogrcounty ) 7

o (24P T 2ninch -~ /J"’é’ R aa

(B hnn..l ) i (“u ) (1 ray) l " | - nr 'lu.uj!
¥ Nimk anp \m-unn oF 'ErsoN Wio WILL ALwars KNow YOuR ADDRESS

Arthps M«td k@ {0 ¢ (14 .:&‘Cf.d’h\f‘{ ................ —

B. EMFLOYER'S anl .Mll'li

h.x.é»- AR 00 rg. 4 e

9. Prace or  RUPLOVMANT ox BusiNiiss

__._._/0:1f e SF Baide s

(Num!nf and strees or K. F. 1), number) ¥ (Hiate)

T Arrins Tuat [ ITAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

C o=
D, 8, 8, Form 1 10--21030-8 (.,}1:‘1!\41.-«-?! i %— ar.jﬁi‘!‘k-!?.-.u.-..

(RIVII'@II 1-1-42) (l]".f) {Hegistrant's liﬂ

World War |l Draft Registration Card (Front)

The front of James’ father, John’s, World War Il draft registration card indicated that he still lived in
Baltimore, MD, and worked as a wallpaper installer. Men ages 45 to 64 registered for what was called
the “Old Man’s Draft,” a survey of the domestic manpower of the US, if needed during the war.

Au recto de la fiche d'enregistrement de conscription de John, le pére de James, lors de la Seconde
Guerre mondiale, il était indiqué qu'il résidait toujours a Baltimore (Maryland) et qu'il travaillait comme
poseur de papier peint. Les hommes agés de 45 a 64 ans s'enregistraient dans le cadre de ce qu'on
appelait la « conscription des seniors », un recensement des ressources humaines nationales des
Etats-Unis, en cas de besoin pendant la guerre.

“U.S., World War Il Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed November 4, 2025),
entry for John Henry Huggins, Baltimore City, Maryland.

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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REGISTRAR'S REPORT
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE
COMPLEXION
W hite (Ballow |
Light
Negro | Ruddy bZ
Oriental Freckled
| Lightbeown §
Indian | Dark brown |
Black
Filipine

Other obvious physieal charscteristies that will aid in identificution

AYY) ,ﬂhr&mﬁ%bas es

his
-.Llnllnsmulthu-h} wwh@nﬁu except as follows:
“JU“ ?

— ‘}

World War |l Draft Registration Card (Back)

The back of John’s draft registration card provided a description of his physical appearance: white,
around 5'11” and 120 Ibs, with brown eyes, gray hair, a “ruddy” complexion; he wore glasses.

Au dos de sa fiche, il y avait la description physique de John : de race blanche, il mesurait environ
1,80 m et pesait environ 54 kg ; il avait les yeux marron, les cheveux gris, un teint « halé » et portait
des lunettes.

“U.S., World War Il Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed November 4, 2025),
entry for John Henry Huggins, Baltimore City, Maryland.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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JUNE CLASS

College Preparatory Course

James L. Huggins

Transcription of news from The Morning Star

A newspaper article from The Morning Star listed James among other students who participated in a
college preparatory course in June 1939.

Un article du Morning Star mentionnait James parmi les autres étudiants ayant participé a un cours
de préparation a l'université en juin 1939.

“James L. Huggins,” The Morning Star (Baltimore, Maryland), June 14, 1939, Newspapers.com, image 373585114.
Accessed September 21, 2025.

https://newspapers.com/image/373585114/?match=1&terms=james%201%20hugains

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Military Service

Photo

James Huggins in his service uniform.

James Huggins en uniforme de service.

“James Louis Huggins,” Find a Grave memorial no. 56,373,139. Accessed September 21, 2025.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56373139/james-louis-huggins

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56373139/james-louis-hugqgins

For more information visit:
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Field Title Value Meaning
ARMY SERIAL NUMBER 33907191 33907151
NAME HUGGINS#IAMESZLEF#H####£F HUGGINSHEIAMESHFLEZZZFEEEXE
RESIDEMCE: STATE 1 Undefined Code
RESIDENCE: COUNTY oo7 Undefined Code
PLACE OF ENLISTMENT 3110 BALTIMORE MARYLAND
DATE OF ENLISTMENT DAY 28 28
mF ENLISTMENT 07 07
DATE OF ENLISTMENT YEAR = 44 44
732’2?& A‘”.}'}%# PUT# Private
GRADE: CODE a8 Private
w NO# Mo branch assignment
BRANCH: CODE 0z Mo branch assignment
FIELD USE AS DESIRED 2 E

Enlistment for the duration of the
War or other emergency, plus six

TERM OF EMLISTMENT s months, subject to the discretion
of the President or otherwise
according to law

LONGEVITY FEFE FEE
%ARMX 0 Civil Life

NATIVITY 31 MARYLAMD

YEAR OF BIRTH 21 21

BACE AND CITIZFENSHIP 1 White, citizen
EDUCATION 4 4 years of high school
CIVILIAN QCCUPATION 043 Draftsmen

MARITAL STATUS 2 Marned

COMPOMNENT OF THE ARMY | 7 Selectees (Enlisted Men)
CARD NUMBER z £

BOX NUMBER 0724 0724

FILM REEL NUMBER 1.241 1.241

Enlistment Record

James’ enlistment record, dated July 28, 1944, indicated he attended 4 years of high school, worked
as a draftsman, and that he had gotten married.

Le dossier d'enrblement de James, daté du 28 juillet 1944, indiquait qu'il avait suivi 4 années d'études
secondaires, qu'il travaillait comme dessinateur technique et qu'il était marié.

“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Fold3, (fold3.com: Accessed November 11, 2025), entry for
James Louis Huggins, service number 33907191.

https://www.fold3.com/record/87549584/james-I-huggins-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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63rd Infantry Division

Aps 15 Jun 43 activated at Cp Blanding Fla and trained under VII and III Corps; moved 22 Aug 43
Insignia Authorized to Cp Van Dorn Miss and trained under IX and XXI Corps; staged at Cp Shanks N.Y. 28 Dec 44
until departed New York P/E 5 Jan 45; arrived in France 14 Jan 45 and entered Germany

20 Mar 45; arrived Boston P/E 26 Sep 45 and inactivated at Cp Myles Standish Mass 27 Sep 45.

Campaigns: Rhineland, Central Europe
Aug 45 Loc: Bad Mergentheim Germany

Typical Organization (1944/45):

253rd Infantry Regiment 263rd Engineer Combat Battalion
254th Infantry Regiment 363rd Medical Battalion
255th Infantry Regiment 63rd Counter Intelligence Corps Det
HHB Division Artillery Headquarters Special Troops
718th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm) Hqs Company, 63rd Infantry Division
861st Field Artillery Battalion (105mm) Military Police Platoon
862nd Field Artillery Battalion (105mm] 763rd Ordnance Light Maintenance Company
863rd Field Artillery Battalion (105mm] 63rd Quartermaster Company
63rd Reconnaissance Troop, Mecz 563rd Signal Company

70th Tank Battalion (attached 12 Mar 45-18 Mar 45)
740th Tank Battalion (attached 17 Mar 45-28 Mar 45)
753rd Tank Battalion [attached 31 Mar 45-28 May 45)
692nd Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached 30 Mar 45-31 Mar 45)
776th Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached 16 Mar 45-21 Mar 45]
822nd Tank Destroyer Battalion (attached 6 Feb 45-17 Mar 45, 21 Mar 45-28 May 45)
436th AAA Auto-Wpns Battalion (attached 11 Feb 45-1 May 45)

Overseas Wartime Assignments:

Seventh Army - 10 Dec 44 XXI Corps - 26 Mar 45
XV Corps -1 Feb 45 VI Corps - 1 Apr 45

XXI Corps - 22 Feb 45 XXI Corps - 19 Apr 45

XV Corps - 21 Mar 45 Seventh Army - 30 Apr 45

Commanders: MG Louis E. Hibbs: Jun 43
BG Frederick M. Harris: Aug 45

Killed in Action: 861 Wounded in Action: 3,326 Died of Wounds: 113

63rd Infantry Division Combat Narrative

Advanced elements of the division arrived in Marseille France on 8 Dec 44, trained at Haguenau, and organized as
Task Force Harris to protect the east flank of the drive on the Rhine. It defended the Vosges and Maginot Line area
22-30 Dec 44 and battled the German offensive south of Bitche 1-19 Jan 45. The rest of the division closed in Marseille
France 14 Jan 45 and the division assembled at Willerwald on 2 Feb 45 as Task Force Harris was discontinued. The
division conducted patrolling activity until 15 Feb 45 when the 255th Inf attacked the Bois de Blies Brucken and the
253rd Inf fought the Battle for Auersmacher 17-19 Feb 45. The division completed the reduction of the Welferding
salient with the capture of Buebingen and Bliesransbach 24 Feb 45.

The division renewed its attacks 3 Mar 45 as the 253rd Inf battled through heavily defended forest to Hahnsbusch
3-5 Mar 45. The division attacked the West Wall near Saarbruecken on 15 Mar 45 and took Fechingen, Eschringen,
and Ensheim. After heavy combat the division breached a gap in the West Wall north of the latter town on 18 Mar 45.
With the fall of St Ingbert and Hassel to 255th Inf on 20 Mar 45, the West Wall was pierced. After a brief rest, the

division crossed the Rhine at Neuschloss on 28 Mar 45 and relieved the 44th Inf Div. crossing the Neckar in the Wieb-
lingen area 30 Mar 45 and reaching Heidelberg. The division continued to advance behind the 10th Armd Div and

Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (1 of 2)

Summary of the 63rd Infantry Division in Stanton’s Order of Battle. The 63rd activated at Camp
Blanding, FL, in June 1943. The unit arrived in France in January 1945 and entered Germany in
March 1945. The bottom of the page gives a brief combat narrative.

Résumé de la 63e Division d’Infanterie dans L’ordre de bataille de Stanton: La division a été activée a
Camp Blanding (Floride) en juin 1943. L'unité est arrivée en France en janvier 1945 et a pénétré en
Allemagne en mars 1945. Au bas de la page figure un bref compte rendu des combats.

Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War Il (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984).

https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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f through the region north of the Jagst River 3 Apr 45. The 253rd forced the river in the Griesheim-Herbolzheim
region on 4 Apr 45 and fought house-to-house in Moeckmuehl. After frontal assaults against Hardenhauser Forest
failed, the division enveloped the woods by 7 Apr 45. The 255th Inf reached the Kocher River and established a
bridgehead at Weissbach 9 Apr 45.

The Kocher River bridgehead was expanded against strong German opposition and the 10th Armd Div attacked out of
it 11 Apr 45. The division mopped up in that area and consolidated 14 Apr 45, returning to the attack the next day as it
took Schwaebisch Hall with armored support by 18 Apr 45. The division seized the Rems Bridge at Unt Boebingen on
22 Apr 45 and leapfrogged battalions to reach the Danube River 25 Apr 45. The 254th Inf crossed the river on a dam-
aged bridge in Riedheim and repulsed a German armored counterattack. The division was relieved 28 Apr 45 and
withdrawn from the line. It was assigned security duty from the Rhine to Darmstadt and Wurzburg on a line to Stutt-
gart and Spever, and was in this mode when hostilities were declared ended on 7 May 45.

Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (2 of 2)
Continuation of Stanton’s combat narrative for the 63rd Infantry Division in World War II. Stanton
details that the unit engaged in “security duty” from the Rhine to Darmstadt and Wurzburg when
hostilities ended on May 7, 1945 (officially on May 8, 1945).

Suite du récit des combats rapporté par Stanton consacré a la 63e Division d’Infanterie durant la
Seconde Guerre mondiale, informant que I'unité a mené des « missions de sécurité » du Rhin a
Darmstadt et Wurtzbourg jusqu’a la fin des hostilités, le 7 mai 1945 (officiellement le 8 mai 1945).

Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War Il (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984).

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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Military Service

Name
Gender
Race

Rank

Admission Age
Birth Date

Admission Date
Discharge Date

Discharge Place

Military Branch
Military Unit

Diagnosis

Type of Injury

Service Number

Notes

James L Huggins
Male
White (includes Mexican) (White)

Enlisted Man (includes Aviation Cadet
or Student)

23

abt 1922
Feb 1945
Feb 1945

Not in Medical Installation Prior to
Death

Infantry, General or Unspecified
0

Diagnosis: Wound(s), character not
stated (includes Wound(s), multiple, Not
Elsewhere Classified; Wound|(s)
unqualified) with no nerve or artery
involvement; Location: Thorax,
generally; Location: Abdomen,
abdominal wall and pelvis: Back,
generally; CausativeAgent: Artillery
Shell, Fragments, Afoot or unspecified;
Diagnosis: Wound(s), character not
stated (includes Wound(s), multiple, Not
Elsewhere Classified; Wound(s)
unqualified) with no nerve or artery
involvement

InjuryType: Battle casualty; InjuryType2:
All battle casualties, and all battle
injuries not intentionally inflicted by self
or another person

3390M91

None

Hospital Record
James’ hospital admission record from February 1945 revealed that he suffered multiple injuries from
artillery fragments in his abdomen and back. Pvt. James L. Huggins succumbed to his injuries en
route to the field hospital. He was 23.

Le dossier d'admission hospitalier de James, datant de février 1945, révéle qu'il est arrivé avec de
multiples plaies causées par des éclats d'artillerie a I'abdomen et au dos. Le soldat James L. Huggins
a succombé a ses blessures pendant son transfert vers I'hdpital de campagne. Il avait 23 ans.

“U.S., World War Il Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com: Accessed November
11, 2025), entry for James L Huggins.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/7051311?tid=&pid=&queryld=48e7195e-7024-45ec-8a8d-d95
7ceb04ace& phsrc=XIlj15& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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World War Il Honor List of Dead and Missing

This Honor List of the Dead and Missing Army and Army Air Forces displayed James under
Baltimore City, MD as Killed In Action.

Dans cette liste d'honneur des soldats de 'Armée et des Forces Aériennes américaines décédés ou
portés disparus, James figurait dans la section consacrée a « Baltimore City, Maryland » avec la
mention « tué au combat » (KIA).

“World War Il Honor List of Dead and Missing Army and Army Air Forces,” database, National Archives and Records
Administration (Accessed November 11, 2025), entry for James L Huggins, Service number 33907191.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/305295?0objectPage=12

For more information visit:
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Legacy

Private Huggins Is Killed; 40 Md. Men
Wounded

According to information released today by the Office of War
Information and families of men in the service, one Maryland man
has been killed, one is reported missing, and 40 have been wounded.

All of the casualty reports are based on prior notification to
next of kin. In case of divergence between this list and information
sent to the next of kin, the last War or Navy Department telegram or
letter received is the final authority.

Killed
HUGGINS, JAMES L., private, husband of Mrs. Vivian Huggins,
1021 North Monroe Street.

Private Huggins, 23, was killed in action in France the early
part of February, two weeks after he had been overseas. He joined
the Army in July, 1944, and was with the 254th Infantry.

In a letter received yesterday by his mother, she was
informed that he had been buried in a Catholic Cemetery in France.

Private Huggins was a graduate of Polytechnic Institute, and
prior to entering the service, had worked at the Glenn L. Martin
plant. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Huggins, reside at the
Monroe street address.

Transcription of news from The Morning Sun

On March 21, 1945, Baltimore’s The Morning Sun reported James’ death and the injuries of 40 other
Maryland soldiers. Vivian, his wife, likely told the paper that James had graduated from Baltimore
Polytechnic Institute and worked at the Glenn L. Martin aircraft manufacturing facility before joining
the military.

Le 21 mars 1945, le journal The Morning Sun de Baltimore a annoncé le décés de James et a fait
état de blessures subies par 40 autres soldats du Maryland. Vivian, son épouse, a probablement
déclaré au journal que James était dipldmé de I'Institut polytechnique de Baltimore et qu'il avait
travaillé a I'usine aéronautique Glenn L. Martin avant de s'engager dans I'armée.

“Private Huggins is Killed; 40 Md. Men Wounded,” The Morning Sun (Baltimore, Maryland), March 21, 1945.
Newspapers.com, image 369640758. Accessed September 21, 2025.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/369640758/?match=1&terms=james %201%20huggins

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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HEADSTONE INSCRIPTION AND INTERMENT RECORD

INSCRIPTION (Front) (Name, Rank. Organization, State, Date of Death, Grave No.)

JRMEZX KX X HHBRIKE
JAMES L. HUGGINS
PVT 254 INF 63 DIV
rlumF:*rLAND FEB L 1945
10 i

SECTION A

INSCRIPTION (Rear) (Service Number)

33907191

EPINAL 3502 10 L0
CREED RACE L5 DECORATIONS
2 1 PH

TEMPORARY CEMETERY % SRAV D.D NUMBER

GRAVE

2189 1
IRESS OF NEXT OF KIN ROSTER REFERENCE
H. HUGGINS (FATHER)

23 NORTH KOSSUTH STREET

J DALT IMORE, MARYLAND

SECTION B

=

! DEC. @

ABMC FORM.1

Headstone Inscription and Interment Record

James’ internment record indicated that he was buried in the Epinal American Cemetery in Lorraine,
France, section A, row 10, grave 40, and that he posthumously earned a Purple Heart.

D'aprés son dossier d'inhumation, James a été enterré au cimetiére américain d'Epinal, en Lorraine
(France), dans la section A, rangée 10, tombe 40, et s'est vu décerner, a titre posthume, la Purple

Heart.

“U.S., Headstone and Interment Records for U.S., Military Cemeteries on Foreign Soil, 1942-1949,” database, Ancestry,
(ancestry.com: Accessed November 11, 2025), entry for James L Huggins.

For more information visit:
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
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JAMES L. HUGGINS
APV ER54 INE 6DV
MARYLAND: EEB 4 1945’

Headstone

James’ headstone in Epinal American Cemetery in Lorraine, France, states his date of death,
February 4, 1945, and his rank, a private in the 254" Infantry, 63™ Division.

La pierre tombale de James, au cimetiére américain d'Epinal, en Lorraine (France), indique sa date
de déces, le 4 février 1945, ainsi que son grade, soldat au sein du 254e régiment d'infanterie de la
63e division.

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Marie Oury.

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/
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195

High School Yearbook Photo

A 1946 yearbook photo from Western High School in Baltimore, MD, shows Rose Huggins, James’
sister, at age 16.

Une photo tirée de I'album de fin d'année 1946 du lycée Western High School de Baltimore
(Maryland) montre Rose Huggins, la sceur de James, agée de 16 ans.

"U.S., School Yearbooks, 1880-2012; Western High School; Year: 1946,” database Ancestry, (ancestry.com: Accessed
November 11, 2025), entry for Rose Helen Huggins

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/165744454/person/402154310444/media/0b2a9635-ef40-4

0bd-9c61-042547a0f323?queryld=c2f5ab25-c59f-4e15-8d3e-c29429163eea&searchContextTreeld=&searchContextPers
onld=& phsrc=XIlj37& phstart=successSource

For more information visit:
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1950 Federal Census (Page 1 of 2)

In 1950, James’ parents, John and Rose, and his younger brother Fred lived at a different address in
Baltimore, MD, than before the war. John owned his own wallpaper installation company, and Rose
worked as a machine operator at a wholesale uniform company.

En 1950, les parents de James, John et Rose, ainsi que son jeune frére Fred, vivaient a une autre
adresse a Baltimore (Maryland) que celle ou ils résidaient avant la guerre. John était propriétaire
d’'une entreprise de pose de papier peint, et Rose travaillait comme opératrice de machine dans une
entreprise de vente en gros d’uniformes.

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 4, 2026), entry for John H.
Huggins, Baltimore, Maryland.

h J/www.an ry.com rch/collections/62 recor 24562
For more information visit:
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1950 Federal Census (Page 2 of 2)

James’ sister, Rose, appeared on the 1950 Census with her husband, Patrick O’Doherty, a rate clerk
in the railroad industry, with their two children, Timothy and Michael, living in Baltimore, MD.

Dans le recensement de 1950, la sceur de James, Rose, vivait a Baltimore (Maryland), avec son
mari, Patrick O’Doherty, employé chargé des tarifs dans le secteur ferroviaire, et leurs deux fils,
Timothy et Michael.

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 4, 2026), Entry for Rose H.
O’Doherty, Baltimore, Maryland.
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City Directory

The 1959 City Directory listed, on the first column toward the end of the page, James’ sister, Rose
O’Doherty, and her husband, Patrick, as living at 104 Paradise Av. C, Baltimore, MD.

L'annuaire municipal de 1959 mentionnait, dans la premiére colonne vers la fin de la page, la sceur

de James, Rose O’Doherty, et son mari, Patrick, comme résidant au 104 Paradise Av. C, a Baltimore
(Maryland).

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 16, 2025), entry for Rose H
O'Doherty, Baltimore, Maryland.

For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/

25


https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1177506116?tid=&pid=&queryId=b7456a62-e381-4727-98de-2a899c8d4969&_phsrc=pGu163&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1177506116?tid=&pid=&queryId=b7456a62-e381-4727-98de-2a899c8d4969&_phsrc=pGu163&_phstart=successSource
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/

Legacy

DEATHS
HUGGINS
On September 5, 1964, JOHN HENRY, of 952
Maysetield road, Catonsville, beloved husband of
Rose M. Huggins (nee Schmitt) and devoted father
of Mrs. Rose O’Doherty, Fred Huggins and the
late James Huggins.

Funeral from the Farley Funeral Home, 6601
Frederick avenue, at Shady Nook, on Tuesday at
8:30 A.M. Requiem High Mass at St. Joseph’s
Monastery Church at 9 o’clock. Interment in Holy
Redeemer Cemetery. Friends please call after 7
P.M. Saturday.

Transcription of news from The Baltimore Sun

On September 8, 1964, a newspaper article from Baltimore’s The Baltimore Sun announced the
death of John Huggins, James’ father. It mentions James as the “late” son of John.

Le 8 septembre 1964, un article paru dans le journal The Baltimore Sun, a Baltimore, annongait le
décés de John Huggins, le pére de James. Il y est fait mention de James comme le « défunt » fils de
John.

“Huggins” The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, Maryland), September 8, 1964, Newspapers.com.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/376796818/?match=1&terms=john%20henry%20hugagins

For more information visit:
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Family Headstone

The Huggins’ family headstone, located at Most Holy Redeemer Cemetery in Baltimore, MD. James’
parents, John and Rose Huggins, are buried together. Rose died on December 25, 1989, surviving
her late husband for 25 years.

La pierre tombale de la famille Huggins, située au cimetiére Most Holy Redeemer a Baltimore
(Maryland). Les parents de James, John et Rose Huggins y reposent cote a cote. Rose est décédée
le 25 décembre 1989, survivant a son défunt mari de 25 ans.

“John Henry Huggins”, database, Find A Grave (findagrave.com: accessed November 11, 2025), memorial page for John
Henry Huggins, Most Holy Redeemer Cemetery, Baltimore City, MD.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/163523075/john-henry-huggins

For more information visit:
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Name Rose H Odoherty

Sale Date 6 Nov 1978

Sale Amount 36975.00

Property Street 20 Paradise 212283507

Address

Property Place Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland
Spouse Patrick A Odoherty

Cash or Mortgage Cash Indicated? No; Mortgage
Purchase Indicator Indicated? No

Resale or New Resale? Yes; New Construction? No

Construction Indicator

Interfamily Related Interfamily Related Indicator? No
Indicator

Individuals Listed (Name) Role

Patrick A Odoherty

Rose H Odoherty Buyer

Home Ownership Record
On November 6, 1978, James's sister, Rose, and her husband, Patrick, bought a home for $ 36,975
on Paradise Ave. Baltimore, MD, the same street they lived on in 1959. Rose was listed as the buyer
of the home.

Le 6 novembre 1978, la sceur de James, Rose, et son mari, Patrick, ont acheté une maison sur
Paradise Avenue a Baltimore (Maryland), la méme rue ou ils avaient habité en 1959, pour 36 975
dollars. Rose figurait comme acquéreuse de la maison.

“U.S., Home Ownership Records, 1920-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed February 19, 2026), entry for
Rose H. O’Doherty, Baltimore, Maryland.

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63296/records/30267882?tid=&pid=&queryld=b7456a62-€381-4727-98de-2a
899c8d4969& phsrc=pGu163&_phstart=successSource
For more information visit:

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/

28


https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63296/records/30267882?tid=&pid=&queryId=b7456a62-e381-4727-98de-2a899c8d4969&_phsrc=pGu163&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63296/records/30267882?tid=&pid=&queryId=b7456a62-e381-4727-98de-2a899c8d4969&_phsrc=pGu163&_phstart=successSource
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/

Legacy

Battle of Alsace Memorial, France

The memorial honors the US divisions that fought in the Battle of Alsace between November 1944
and March 1945. The 254th Infantry Regiment, which James served in, is honored with their badge
displayed (bottom second from the right).

Ce mémorial rend hommage aux divisions américaines qui ont combattu lors de la bataille d'Alsace,
de novembre 1944 a mars 1945. Le 254e régiment d'infanterie, au sein duquel James a servi, est mis
a I'nonneur par I'exposition de son insigne (le deuxiéme en partant de la droite, en bas).

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Marie Oury.

For more information visit:
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Headstone

Rose’s husband, Patrick, also served during WWII as a Radioman Second Class (RM2) in the US
Navy. He passed away on March 27, 1999, and was buried in Baltimore National Cemetery.

Le mari de Rose, Patrick, a lui aussi servi pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale en tant que
radiotélégraphiste de deuxiéme classe (RM2) dans la marine américaine. |l est décédé le 27 mars
1999 et a été inhumé au cimetiére national de Baltimore.

“Patrick Anthony O'Doherty”, database, Find A Grave, (findagrave.com: accessed February 19, 2026), memorial page for
Patrick Anthony O'Doherty, Baltimore National Cemetery, MD.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/1042453/patrick-anthony-odoherty
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DEATH NOTICES

ROSE HELEN O’ DOHERTY
After a short illness on April 18, 2011,

ROSE HELEN O’DOHERTY (née Huggins). She
is survived by two sons, Michael O’Dohrty, of
Baltimore, and Brian O’Doherrty, both of
Alameda, Calif., Gail Weymouth of Stockbridge,
Vt. and Ein O’Doherty of Laramie, Wyo.; 11
grandchildren, Damian O’Doherty, of Baltimore,
Brett Fenzel, or Morristown, NJ, Melanie Fenzel,
of Washington D.C., Cara Weymouth, of
Burlington, V.T., Nicholas Weymouth, of New
York City, Sierra and Connor Johnson, of Laramie,
W.Y., Dillon O’Doherty of Seattle, WA.; four great
grandchildren. She is predeceased by her husband
Patrick O’Doherty of 51 years; her son, Timothy
O’Doherty and two brothers, James and Fred
Huggins.

Transcription of news from The Baltimore Sun

A newspaper article from Baltimore’s The Baltimore Sun announced the death of Rose Huggins,
James’ younger sister, who passed away in April 2011. The family mentioned James as Rose's
“predeceased” brother.

Un article paru dans le journal The Baltimore Sun, a Baltimore, a annoncé le décés de Rose Huggins,
la sceur cadette de James, survenu en avril 2011. La famille a mentionné James dans I'annonce
comme « frére décédé avant elle ».

“‘Rose Helen O' Doherty,” The Baltimore Sun, April 28, 2011.

https://www.newspapers.com/imaqge/252937523/?article=da2d48d2-d126-4ebc-b94f-05551ee602e4&terms=Rose%20Hu

agins
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Headstone

James’ sister, Rose, is buried in Baltimore National Cemetery along with her husband, Patrick.

La sceur de James, Rose, est enterrée au cimetiére national de Baltimore aux c6tés de son mairri,
Patrick.

“Rose H Huggins O’Doherty”, database, Find A Grave, (findagrave.com: accessed February 19, 2026), memorial page for
Rose H Huggins O'Doherty, Baltimore National Cemetery, MD.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72322034/rose-helen-odoherty
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