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This Florida France Soldier Stories (FFSS) source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US 
Army soldier who served in Eastern France during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar 

Pocket preserves some of his personal items in its unique archival collection.​
 

In this ongoing partnership, UCF history students conduct research as part of the FFSS project to assist the dedicated 
staff at the Museum. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors connect with the events of the war and the 
individuals who lived them—bridging the distance between past and present and between the US and France.​

 
Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We 

have provided links and text excerpts but have not reproduced the images. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. 
Again, we have provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 
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Early Life 
 

 

1920 Federal Census  
On January 10, 1920, the Duvinski family lived in Laurel Hill, Queens, NY. Stephen and Mary lived 
with their three children: Leocardra (5), Edward (3½), and Chester (6 months). Stephen worked as a 
laborer in the copper industry, as did the boarder living with them. All three adults emigrated from 
Poland between 1904 and 1913. 
 
Le 10 janvier 1920, la famille Duvinski vivait à Laurel Hill, dans le Queens (New York). Stephen et 
Mary avaient trois enfants: Leocardra (5 ans), Edward (3 ans et demi) et Chester (6 mois). Stephen 
travaillait comme manœuvre dans l’industrie du cuivre, tout comme le pensionnaire qui habitait avec 
eux. Les trois adultes avaient émigré de Pologne entre 1904 et 1913. 
 
“1920 United States Census,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed November 12, 2025), entry for 
Chester Duvinski, New York, Queens, New York. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/48585297?tid=&pid=&queryId=f74ed03e-a340-40e2-84ee-af55
286a9929&_phsrc=VIG828&_phstart=successSource 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Early Life 

 
1920 Federal Census  

It is rare for a family to appear in the federal census twice in the same year, but this seems to be the 
case for the Duvinski family. Between January 10 and 27, 1910, they moved to another apartment in 
Laurel Hill, Queens, NY. In this second record, the boarder is no longer listed as living with them.  
 
Il est rare qu’une famille apparaisse dans deux recensements fédéraux la même année, mais cela 
semble être le cas de la famille Duvinski. Entre le 10 et le 27 janvier 1910, elle a déménagé dans un 
autre appartement à Laurel Hill, dans le Queens (New York). Dans ce second document, le 
pensionnaire n’est plus mentionné comme vivant avec eux. 
 
“1920 United States Census,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed November 12, 2025), entry for 
Chester Duvinski, New York, Queens, New York. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/48589559?tid=&pid=&queryId=c9151bd7-795e-457c-ad2e-b57
ba3322ec8&_phsrc=wyG24&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Early Life 

  

1930 Federal Census 
In 1930, the Duvinski family lived in Brooklyn, Queens County, NY. The census taker introduced 
several errors, listing their boarder, Alexander Slesinski, as the head of household, recording 
Chester’s father, Stanley, as a 14‑year‑old son, and omitting Chester’s mother, Mary. The Dubinski 
family also included two additional sons, Alex (10) and Larry (8), and a daughter, Florence (7). 
Stanley worked as a laborer in a sugar factory. 
 
En 1930, la famille Duvinski habitait à Brooklyn, Queens County (New York). Le recenseur a introduit  
plusieurs erreurs concernant la famille en inscrivant leur pensionnaire, Alexander Slesinski, comme 
chef de famille, en enregistrant le père de Chester, Stanley, comme un fils de 14 ans, et en omettant 
la mère de Chester, Mary. La famille Dubinski comprenait également deux autres fils, Alex (10 ans) et 
Larry (8 ans), ainsi qu'une fille, Florence (7 ans). Stanley travaillait comme ouvrier dans une sucrerie. 
 
“1930 United States Census,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed November 12, 2025), entry for 
Chester Duvinski, Brooklyn, Kings, New-York. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/39814140  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Early Life 

 
1940 Federal Census 

In 1940, the Duvinski family still lived in Kings County, NY, where they had rented the same apartment 
for at least five years. This time, the census taker recorded Chester’s mother as Marianna. Chester 
had left high school after one year and worked as a packer at a paper company, while his father, 
Stanley, and their boarder, Alexander Slesinski, worked at a sugar factory. 
 
Lors du recensement de 1940, la famille Duvinski vivait toujours dans le comté de Kings (New York) 
où elle louait le même appartement depuis au moins cinq ans. Cette fois-ci, le recenseur a enregistré 
la mère, qu’il a nommée Marianna. Chester avait quitté le lycée après un an et travaillait comme 
emballeur dans une entreprise papetière, tandis que son père, Stanley, et leur pensionnaire, 
Alexander Slesinski, travaillaient dans une sucrerie. 
 
“1940 United States Census,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed November 12, 2025), entry for 
Chester Duvinski, New York City, Kings, New York. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/15605412  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Early Life 

 
WWII Draft Registration Card (Front) 

In 1940, when Chester completed his World War II registration draft card, he lived and worked in 
Brooklyn. He listed his mother, Mary, as his emergency contact. 
 
En 1940, quand Chester remplit sa carte de recensement militaire pour la Seconde Guerre mondiale, 
il vivait et travaillait à Brooklyn. Sa maman, Mary, était son contact d’urgence.  
 
"New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards” database, Familysearch (https://www.familysearch.org 
accessed November 20, 2025), entry for Chester Duvinski. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C341-69N6-Y?view=index&cc=3288447&lang=en&groupId=  

 
  

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Early Life 

 
 

WWII Draft Registration Card (Back) 
The back of Chester’s draft card listed his physical description: he stood 5'11", weighed 160 lbs., and 
had a light complexion with brown eyes and brown hair. 
 
Le verso de la carte d’enregistrement militaire de Chester indiquait sa description physique: il 
mesurait 1,80 m, pesait environ 73 kg, avait le teint clair, les yeux et les cheveux bruns. 
 
"New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards” database, Familysearch (https://www.familysearch.org 
accessed November 20, 2025), entry for Chester Duvinski. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C341-69N6-Y?view=index&cc=3288447&lang=en&groupId=  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 
Enlistment Record  

Chester Duvinski enlisted on September 4, 1941, at Fort Dix, NJ. At this point, he had completed 2 
years of high school and worked as a clerk. His card also mentioned that he was single with 
dependents. 
 
Chester Duvinski a rejoint l’armée le 4 septembre 1941 à Fort Dix (New Jersey). À cette époque, il 
avait terminé 2 ans d'études secondaires et travaillait comme commis. Sa fiche indiquait également 
qu'il était célibataire, mais qu'il avait des personnes à charge. 

 
“U.S., World War II Army Enlistment Records,” database, Fold3.com (www.fold3.com: accessed January 20, 2026), entry 
for Chester Duvinski, service number 32180851. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/86049775/chester-a-duvinski-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 

1942 Hospital Admission Card  
In October 1942, Chester injured his knee playing football. He stayed at the 30th General Hospital before 
returning to duty in November 1942. 
 
En octobre 1942, Chester s’est blessé au genou en jouant au football américain. Il reprit son service en 
novembre 1942. 

 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Card Files,” database, Fold3 (www.Fold3: access January 20, 2026), entry for Chester 
Duvinski, service number 32180851. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/703214050/duvinski-chester-a-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 

1944 Hospital Admission Card 
Chester Duvinski suffered a neck wound from an artillery shell in January 1944, possibly during the 
Battle of Anzio, Italy. He returned to service the same month.  
 
En janvier 1944, Chester Duvinski fut blessé au cou par un éclat d’obus, probablement lors de 
combats d’Anzio (Italie). Il a repris son service le même mois. 
 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Card Files,” database, Fold3 (www.Fold3: access January 20, 2026), entry for Chester 
Duvinski, service number 32180851. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/704713314/duvinski-chester-a-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954  
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 
1944 Hospital Admission Card 

In September, Chester was injured again in the line of duty by artillery shell fragments in his leg. He likely got 
hurt while advancing north with his unit in the Rhone Valley, France. Medical professionals initially delayed 
closing his wound, likely to prevent infection, which delayed his return to service.  
 
En septembre 1944, Chester fut blessé à nouveau sur la ligne de front par des éclats d’obus dans une de ses 
jambes. Il a sans doute contracté cette blessure lorsque son unité remontait la vallée du Rhône en France. Les 
médecins ont attendu avant de refermer sa plaie, sans doute pour éviter toute infection, ce qui a retardé son 
retour dans son unité. 

 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Card Files,” database, Fold3 (www.Fold3: access January 20, 2026), entry for Chester 
Duvinski, service number 32180851. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/704713313/duvinski-chester-a-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 

1945 Hospital Admission Card 
In January 1945, Chester was injured again by artillery fragments, this time in his thigh. Given the 
date, it is likely that Chester sustained these injuries while fighting in the Colmar Pocket. The aid 
station discharged him to return to duty. 
 
En janvier 1945, Chester fut à nouveau blessé par des éclats d'obus, cette fois à la cuisse. Au vu de 
la date, il est probable que Chester ait été blessé lors des combats dans la poche de Colmar. Après 
traitement, le poste de secours le renvoya au combat. 
 
“U.S., World War II Hospital Card Files,” database, Fold3 (www.Fold3: access January 20, 2026), entry for Chester 
Duvinski, service number 32180851. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/701415126/duvinski-chester-a-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Military Service 

 
256th Tank Battalion roster 

Sergeant Chester Duvinski is listed in the History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II, in the 
roster of personnel for the 256th Tank Battalion. His name is in the fourth column, the fourth name 
from the end. 
 
Le sergent Chester Duvinski figure dans l'Histoire de la troisième division d'infanterie pendant la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale, dans la liste du personnel du 256e bataillon de chars. Son nom apparaît 
dans la quatrième colonne, quatrième nom à partir de la fin. 
 
Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (Washington, Infantry Journal Press, 1947), 572. 
 
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015009307169&seq=600  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Post Service Life 
 

 
New York National Guard Service Card 

Alexander Duvinski, Chester’s younger brother, also served in the military during World War II. He 
enlisted with the New York National Guard on October 20, 1939. He served until October 9, 1945, as 
part of the Service Company 71st Infantry Division. He reached the rank of Staff Sergeant during his 
service in the US Army. 
 
Alexander Duvinski, le frère cadet de Chester, a également servi pendant la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale. Il s'est enrôlé le 20 octobre 1939 dans la Garde nationale de New York. Il a servi jusqu'au 9 
octobre 1945, au sein de la logistique rattachée à la 71e division d’infanterie. Il avait atteint le grade 
de sergent-chef au moment de sa démobilisation. 
 
“New York, U.S., New York National Guard Service Cards,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed 
November 12, 2025), entry for Alexander Duvinski, New York, New York. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60808/records/248369  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Post Service Life 
 
 
 

 
Marriage Licence 

On October 22, 1948, Chester Duvinski married Helen R. K. Bilsky in Manhattan, New York, NY. 
 
Le 22 octobre 1948, Chester et Helen R.K. Bilsky se marièrent à Manhattan, New York (New York). 
 
“New York, New York, U.S., Marriage License Indexes, 1907-2018,” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
January 19, 2026) entry for Chester Duvinski. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/2135684  

 
 

For more information visit: ​
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Post Service Life 

 
1950 Census Federal Census 

In 1950, Chester and Helen lived in Brooklyn, NY. They had a 1-year-old son, Stephen, and Chester 
worked as a mail handler at the post office.    
 
En 1950, Chester et Helen vivaient à Brooklyn (New York). Il avait un fils d’un an, Stephen, et Chester 
travaillait comme facteur. 
  
"United States, Census, 1950", database, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org accessed November 20, 2025), 
Entry for Chester Duvinski. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XPL-YDNS?lang=en 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Post Service Life 
 

 
 

Public Records Index 
The public records index listed Chester’s home addresses between 1981 and 1985, after his move to 
Florida, first in Dunnellon and then in Citrus Springs.  

L’index des archives publiques répertoriait les adresses de Chester entre 1981 et 1985, après son 
déménagement en Floride, d’abord à Dunnellon puis à Citrus Springs. 

“U.S., Public Records Index, 1950-1993, Volume 1” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed November 19, 
2026) entry for Chester Duvinski. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/321896167?tid=&pid=&queryId=c197ce21-15e0-4166-9aef-f12
3beaefb26&_phsrc=wyG68&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​
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Post Service Life 
 

Duvinski 
Alexander C. of Deptford, NJ. Formally of Willingboro, 
N.J. On June 3, 1995. Age 74. Beloved Husband of 
Caroline (nee Trochelman). Also survived by one son, 
Michael Duvinski of Dubuque, Iowa. Two daughters, 
Carol Ann Baker of Destreham, Louisiana, and Suzanne 
Cohen of Atco, N.J. Nine grandchildren, one 
great-grandson. One brother, Chester Duvinski of FL. Two 
sisters, Florence Genus of Sayreville, NJ, and Lillian 
Kelsey of Brooklyn, NY, other relatives, and dear friends.  
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated Wednesday 
9:30 am at the Corpus Christi R.C. Church, Sunset & 
Charleston Rds, Willingboro. Relatives and friends may 
call Tuesday evening from 7-9 pm and Wednesday 
morning after 8 am at the GOES FUNERAL HOME, 212 
Levitt Parkway, Willingboro. Internment Brigadier General 
William C. Doyle Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery, 
Arneytown. The family request memorial contributions be 
made to the American Cancer Society in his memory.  

 
Transcription of news from Courier-Post 

On June 3, 1995, the Camden (NJ) Courier-Post published an article informing that Alexander 
Duvinski, Chester’s younger brother, passed away at the age of 74. He lived in Deptford, NJ.  
 
Le 3 juin 1995, le journal de Camden (New Jersey) a publié un article indiquant qu’ Alexander 
Duvinski, le frère cadet de Chester, était décédé à l’âge de 74 ans. Il habitait Deptford (New Jersey). 
 
“Duvinski” Courier-Post, (Camden, New Jersey), June 6, 1995. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/courier-post/189421211/  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
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Post Service Life 
 

 

 
Phone and Address Directories 

 
The local directory listed Chester as living in Dunnellon, FL, between 1997 and 2002. 
 
L’annuaire local répertoriait Chester à Dunnellon (Floride), entre 1997 et 2002. 
 

“U.S., Phone and Address Directories, 1993-2002” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed November 19, 
2026) entry for Chester Duvinski. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7339/records/69446830?tid=&pid=&queryId=5ee19683-071c-4f8d-9020-88d
5462645db&_phsrc=wyG70&_phstart=successSource  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/​

            https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/​  
19 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7339/records/69446830?tid=&pid=&queryId=5ee19683-071c-4f8d-9020-88d5462645db&_phsrc=wyG70&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7339/records/69446830?tid=&pid=&queryId=5ee19683-071c-4f8d-9020-88d5462645db&_phsrc=wyG70&_phstart=successSource


Post Service Life 
 
 

Duvinski, Helen R., 80 of Citrus Springs, died 
Saturday (March 1, 2003) in Crystal River. Born in 
Lawrence, Mass., she came here in 1974 from Brooklyn, 
N.Y. She was a retired payroll clerk employed by EDO 
Aircraft Corp., Long Island, N.Y. She was a member of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church. Survivors 
include her husband of 54 years, Chester A.; two sons, 
Stephen Duvinski Sr., Bardonia, N.Y. and Edward, 
Milford, Pa; and two grandchildren. Fero Funeral Home 
With Crematory, Beverly Hills. 

 
 
 

Transcription of news from The Tampa Bay Times 
On March 1, 2003, the Tampa Bay, FL, newspaper, the Tampa Bay Times, announced that after 54 
years of marriage, Helen Duvinski, Chester’s wife, passed away at the age of 80.  
 
Le 1er mars 2003, le quotidien de Tampa Bay (Floride), Le Tampa Bay Times, annonçait qu’après 54 
ans de mariage, Helen Duvinski, la femme de Chester, était décédée à l'âge de 80 ans.  
​
“Duvinski, Helen R.,” Tampa Bay Times, (St. Petersburg, FL), March 4, 2003. 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/tampa-bay-times/189351327/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
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Post Service Life 
 
 

 
 

 
Veterans Affairs Death File 

Chester’s Veterans Affairs death file confirmed he was born on August 28, 1918, and that he died on 
June 2, 2012. In addition, it confirms that he served for 4 years in the military during World War II, 
leaving service on September 14, 1945. 

Sa fiche de décès d’ancien combattant confirme que Chester est né le 28 août 1918, est décédé le 2 
juin 2012 et a servi pendant 4 ans dans l’Armée durant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Il a retrouvé la 
vie civile le 14 septembre 1945. 

“U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs; United States” database, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed November 19, 
2026) entry for Chester Duvinski. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2441/records/16614102?tid=&pid=&queryId=ca60ee6e-1d41-42f7-b197-9d4c
e39a3bf9&_phsrc=wyG62&_phstart=successSource    
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Post Service Life 
 

 
 

 
 

Transcription of Obituary 
Chester Duvinski died on June 2, 2012, at the age of 93 in Florida, where he had lived since 1972 
after moving from New York upon retiring. The link below to his online obituary provides a picture of 
him as a young man. 

 
Chester Duvinski est mort le 2 juin 2012, à l’âge de 93 ans, en Floride, où il avait déménagé de New 
York après sa retraite en 1972. Le lien ci-dessous mène à sa nécrologie en ligne où figure une photo 
de lui, jeune homme. 

“Chester Duvinski Obituary - Beverly Hills, FL.” Dignity Memorial, 2012, accessed November 10, 2025. 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/beverly-hills-fl/chester-duvinski-5131247  
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Post Service Life 
 
 

 

756th Tank Battalion Plaque 
 
The village of Cairanne, 30 miles north of Avignon, France, installed a plaque for the 80th anniversary of its 
liberation to honor the men of the 756th Tank Battalion and the 15th Infantry Division. This plaque 
commemorates the service of Chester Duvinski and his fellow soldiers.  

 
Le village de Cairanne, situé à environ 50 km au nord d'Avignon, en France, a installé une plaque 
commémorative à l'occasion du 80e anniversaire de sa libération afin d'honorer les hommes du 756e bataillon 
de chars et de la 15e division d'infanterie. Cette plaque rend hommage au service rendu par Chester Duvinski 
et ses camarades soldats.  
 
“Lt Edgar R. Danby Plaque -756th Tank Battalion,” database, American War Memorials Overseas, Inc. 
(https://www.uswarmemorials.org/, accessed February, 16, 2026), entry 756th Tank Battalion.  
 
https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/monument_details.php?SiteID=3101&MemID=4229 
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