
"WILLIAMSBURG, November 2, 1779.
Just imported from Holland and the West 
Indies...China tea cups and saucers, ivory 
and horn combs."

-Virginia Gazette-

"June 17, 1773.
Just IMPORTED from London...A Fresh 
Assortment of DRUGS AND 
MEDICINES...Figs, Prunes, Gold and 
Silver Leaf, Ivory Syringes."

-Virginia Gazette-

DDeeccoorraattiivvee  ccoommbb  mmaaddee  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstt  
IInnddiieess  ffrroomm  aa  ttoorrttooiissee  sshheellll..  

Ivory and Cultural Items in Colonial America

"WILLIAMSBURG, November 6, 1777.
The subscriber begs Leave to inform the 
Public in general, and her Friends in 
particular, that she has opened a store 
opposite Mr. John Greenhow's, near the 
Market Square..Silver Toothpick Cases, 
Gold and Silver Lace, Pocket Pistols, 
best Ivory Handle Knives and Forks."

-Virginia Gazette-

IIvvoorryy  wwaass  mmoossttllyy  eexxppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  WWeesstt  
AAffrriiccaa,,  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  tthhee  iivvoorryy  ccooaasstt  nneeaarr  
GGuuiinneeaa,,  aanndd  oofftteenn  mmaaddee  iittss  wwaayy  ttoo  
EEnnggllaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  WWeesstt  IInnddiieess  bbyy  
mmeerrcchhaanntt  sshhiippss..

TThhee  iivvoorryy  eexxppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  AAffrriiccaa  wwaass  
uusseedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  ggooooddss  lliikkee  iivvoorryy  ccoommbb  
ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  GGllaassssffoorrdd  aanndd  HHeennddeerrssoonn  
CCoollcchheesstteerr  ssttoorree''ss  RReeaaddyy  MMoonneeyy  
aaccccoouunntt..    IIvvoorryy  wwaass  vveerryy  eexxppeennssiivvee,,  bbuutt  
aa  vveerryy  vveerrssaattiillee  mmaatteerriiaall  ffoorr  iitteemmss  aass  
sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorree  aaddvveerrttiisseemmeennttss..  

NNoott  aallll  iivvoorryy  wwaass  hhaarrvveesstteedd  ffrroomm  
eelleepphhaannttss..    HHiippppooppoottoommuuss  iivvoorryy  wwaass  
uusseedd  aanndd  rreettaaiinneedd  iittss  wwhhiittee  ccoolloorr  bbeetttteerr  
tthhaann  eelleepphhaanntt  iivvoorryy..Common trade and shipping routes

"Ivory is a commodity sold all the coast 
over, but, like the slaves, more in some 
parts than others, and supplied thence to 
all the western world.  The Screvelios are 
small, from fifteen down to four Pounds 
weight; among these last are sold us to 
Windward, the teeth of the 
Hippopotamus, or Sea horse, catched in 
the rivers Nunes and Gambia, about 16 
Inches long, a white Ivory, but so brittle 
as not to be cafily worked."

-John Atkins, A voyage to Guinea, 
Brasil, and the West-Indies

"William Bonner, Comb Maker, at the 
Three Combs and Powder Flask"

WWiilllliiaamm  BBoonnnneerr  wwaass  aa  ccoommbb  mmaakkeerr  iinn  
LLoonnddoonn  wwhhoo  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  iinn  iivvoorryy,,  hhoorrnn,,  
aanndd  ttoorrttooiissee  sshheellll  ccoommbbss..

by Jason FitzGerald
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