"WILLIAMSBURG, November 2, 1779.
Just imported from Holland and the West
Indies...China tea cups and saucers, ivory
and horn combs."

- Virginia Gazette-

"June 17, 1773.

Just IMPORTED from London...A Fresh
Assortment of DRUGS AND
MEDICINES...Figs, Prunes, Gold and
Silver Leaf, Ivory Syringes."

-Virginia Gazette-

"WILLIAMSBURG, November 6, 1777.
The subscriber begs Leave to inform the
Public in general, and her Friends in
particular, that she has opened a store
opposite Mr. John Greenhow's, near the
Market Square..Silver Toothpick Cases,
Gold and Silver Lace, Pocket Pistols,
best Ivory Handle Knives and Forks."

-Virginia Gazette-

Decorative comb made in the West
Indies from a tortoise shell.
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and tortoise shell combs.

"William Bonner, Comb Maker, at the
Three Combs and Powder Flask"
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- Atkins, John. A voyage to Guinea, Brasil, and the West-Indies: in His Majesty’s Ships the Swallow and Weymouth. Biving :

Ivory was mostly exported from West
Africa, specifically the ivory coast near
Guinea, and often made its way to
England and the West Indies by
merchant ships.

The ivory exported from Africa was
used to make goods like ivory comb
found in the Glassford and Henderson
Colchester store's Ready Money
account. Ivory was very expensive, but
a very versatile material for items as
shown in the store advertisements.

Not all ivory was harvested from
elephants. Hippopotomus ivory was
used and retained its white color better
than elephant ivory.

"Ivory is a commodity sold all the coast
over, but, like the slaves, more in some
parts than others, and supplied thence to
all the western world. The Screvelios are
small, from fifteen down to four Pounds
weight; among these last are sold us to
Windward, the teeth of the
Hippopotamus, or Sea horse, catched in
the rivers Nunes and Gambia, about 16
Inches long, a white Ivory, but so brittle
as not to be cafily worked."

-John Atkins, A voyage to Guinea,
Brasil, and the West-Indies
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