
MMoosstt  bbrraannddyy  bbeeiinngg  ssoolldd  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  wwaass  
pprroodduucceedd  llooccaallllyy  iinn  VViirrggiinniiaa..  VViirrggiinniiaa  hhaass  mmaannyy  
nnaattiivvee  bbeerrrriieess  aanndd  ggrraappeess  tthhaatt  wweerree  ccuullttiivvaatteedd  aanndd  
eevveennttuuaallllyy  uusseedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  bbrraannddyy..  FFaarrmmss  pprroodduucceedd  
tthhee  ssppiirriitt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  aanndd  ttrraaddeedd  iitt  wwiitthh  tthhee  
llooccaall  ppooppuullaaccee..
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by Austin Browning

Virginia Brandy

Seasons

Looking at the Glassford and Henderson account 
book for its Colchester store from 1760-1761, 
one may notice that brandy is only sold from the 
October months through February, with a single 
sale in May (1761). This may be due to the 
seasons in which berries and other fruits used to 
make brandy are grown.

The same people who would buy brandy when it was 
in season were the people who bought massive 
amounts of rum during the rest of the year. I believe 
that brandy was a good alternative they had 
available to them after drinking rum daily for years. 
In essence brandy did not replace rum, but was sold 
along side of it during the winter months.

The price of brandy seems to be slightly 
more expensive than rum. Additionally, it 
was usually bought in smaller amounts than 
rum but often it is still sold in large amounts.


